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Tanzania’s Mwinyi on Frontline Troop Proposal 
EA0704 193089 Dar es Salaam External Service 
in English 1600 GMT 7 Apr 89 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—President Ali Hassan Mwinyi has 
said the Frontline States are ready to meet all the 
expenses for keeping their troops in Namibia if the UN 
secretary-general accepts their request to send soldiers to 
assist in the maintenance of peace and order in the 
territory. Speaking to reporters today on his arrival from 
Angola, the president said under the present emergency 
in Namibia, the Frontline States were ready to contrib- 
ute a battalion each to fill the vacuum created by the late 
arrival of UN forces in Namibia. 


President Mwinyi was in Angola to attend a I-day 
Frontline summit meeting, which discussed the current 
fighting between South African forces and SWAPO guer- 
rillas in northern Namibia. 


He said the present 1,000 [-strong] UN Transitional 
Assistance Group in Namibia is poorly equipped. Pres- 
ident Mwinyi said the decision to send troops to Nami- 
bia aims to ensure that free and fair elections were held, 
as stipulated under the UN’s Namibia independence 
plan. He said that troops that will be deployed by the 
Frontline States will be under the UN and they would be 
withdrawn once the UN forces were in position to 
control the situation. President Mwinyi stressed that the 
idea was not to support SWAPO, but to supplement UN 
forces in Namibia so that the current breach of cease-fire 
was reversed and order restored. 


Traore Convinced Al-Qadhdhafi Intends No War 
AU070415 1489 Pags AFP in English 1500 GMT 
7 Apr 89 € 


[Text] Paris, April 7 (AFP)}—Libyan leader Mu‘ammar 
al-Qadhdhafi will wage no more wars in Africa, current 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) Chairman Moussa 
Traore asserted here Friday. 


General Traore, president of Mali, told journalists: 
“Colonel Al-Qadhdhafi has convinced me that he is not 
going to engage any more in any war whatever in Africa. 
He told me so verbally.” 


Asked about Libya’s acquisition of Soviet Sukhoi-24 
bombers, which Moscow has confirmed, Gen. Traore 
said he had never made any linkage between an attack on 
an African country and Libya’s purchase of military 
supplies. 


“Libya spends millions on military buying every year,” 
he remarked. 


Gen. Traore, who is in France on an official visit at the 
start of a European tour, made his comments during a 
week when all Libyans have been expelled from Burundi, 
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accused of “destabilizing activities”, and when leading 
Sierra Leone papers have carried reports clearly impli- 
cating Libya in alleged preparations for a coup. 


On the fighting between South African-led forces and 
nationalist guerrillas in Namibia, which has put the U.N. 
independence settlement plan for the territory in jeop- 
ardy, Gen. Traore warned that boosting each side’s 
forces would only make the situation worse. The United 
Nations and African countries had the means to stop the 
fighting, he said, noting that individual African coun- 
tries could act on their own without waiting for OAU 
approval. 


The six majority-ruled “Frontline states’ most closely 
involved in the southern African situation have offered 
the United Nations six battalions to strengthen its peace- 
keeping Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG). 


* French Business Interests in Africa Dwindling 
34190166 Paris LIBERATION in French 
17 Mar 89 p 11 


{Article by Antoine Glaser: “French Businessmen Beat- 
ing a Retreat Out of Africa’; with introductory editorial 
paragraph; passage enclosed in slantlines printed in 
English} 


[Text] Africa isn’t paying any more. Over the last 2 years 
French exports to the black continent have dropped by 
Fr 24 billion. Pierre Beregovoy yesterday urged business- 
men to seize every opportunity. But businessmen prefer 
to disengage from this insolvent continent. Unless they 
can establish a monopoly position... 


Africa is being marginalized; its suppliers are taking a 
beating. The black continent is plunged into deep eco- 
nomic crisis, confronted simultaneously with depressed 
markets for its oil, minerals and tropical products. And, 
quite logically, its purchases have dropped off steeply. In 
the 2 years from 1985 to 1987, the share of world trade 
represented by African imports has declined by more 
than half, from 5 percent in 1985 to 2 percent today. 


The result: France, which has traditionally looked 
toward the Sahara in its trade with the South, has seen a 
sharp drop in its exports. Sales to Africa went from Fr 92 
billion in 1985 to Fr 68 billion last year. A decline of 24 
billion in French exports: as if France had suddenly 
stopped all its exports to the Middle East. The tradi- 
tional market it has inherited from colonial days is 
critically threatened. And today everyone is wrestling 
with the question of what strategy to pursue. 


The minister of economic and financial affairs, who 
appeared yesterday before the Council of Investors in 
Black Africa (CIAN), spoke as a true voluntarist. “Get 
out of French-speaking Africa,” said Pierre Beregovoy, 
but “do not miss the opportunities presenting them- 
selves in Kenya, Zimbabwe, Mauritius or Botswana.” 
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But this aggressive rhetoric is unlikely to make much 
difference. Today French firms are carrying out a more 
or less orderly withdrawal from the African continent. 
Only the most stubborniy committed are trying to 
respond by establishing monopolies over constricted 
markets, and it is a costly battle. 


About a hundred major French firms are established in 
Africa, doing business through some 1,500 local subsid- 
iaries. They employ 350,000 African employees and 
10,000 expatriates in about 20 countries. To defend their 
interests, which they believe to be crumbling in the 
African crisis, they have brought their employer organi- 
zations—the ACP (Africa-Caribbean-Pacific) Commit- 
tee of the CNPF [French National Employers Council] 
and the investors council (CIAN)—under the umbrella 
of one man, Jean-Pierre Prouteau, a former state secre- 
tary for small- and medium-sized industry under Ray- 
mond Barre and now the new “Mr Africa” for the 
Bollore Technologies group. 


Over the last 2 years they have been carrying out an 
effective lobbying campaign in the area of Franco- 
African relations. They now sit on the bilateral state-to- 
state mixed commissions and have good contacts in the 
bureaucracy and ministerial offices. Their views get all 
the more consideration because there is almost no public 
dimension to current Africa policy. Despite efforts by 
French politicians at every level to get contracts 
awarded, things are going badly in this region of the 
world where the only growth is in population and the 
informal sector is the largest part of the economy. 
Businesses are unobtrusively retreating back to the Mag- 
hreb, Europe or Asia. 


According to the “1988 Franco-African Employers 
Report,” one-fourth of the French private sector in 
Africa has already packed its bags. The after-tax profits 
for the firms with the heaviest investments dropped 
from Fr 300 million down to 30 million between 1985 
and 1987. At a time when, in the words of an entrepre- 
neur who has dropped out and come home, “everything 
is becoming difficult in Africa,” business is falling under 
the influence of the future united European market, the 
high-growth Asian markets, and prospects for an upsurge 
in trade with the countries of Eastern Europe. 


One slim consolation is that the competition is not doing 
any better. In 1987 only Great Britain and West Ger- 
many could boast that new export credits exceeded 
reimbursements from African states. 
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All the same, is it necessary to get out of Africa? 


“Definitely not,” according to Jean-Pierre Prouteau. 
“France has a preponderant position in the African 
markets. If we do not keep it, other countries elsewhere 
in the world will eventually replace us,” says the head of 
the association of French employers in Africa, a defender 
of the market proximity theory. Black Africa, which over 
the long term will be “the last great frontier of develop- 
ment in the world,” is nevertheless over the next decade 
going to continue to be a “supplementary” rather than 
“priority” market for the big firms. Africans are worried, 
and President Omar Bongo of Gabon has already 
warned: “They came as fools, and like fools they are 
leaving. We will not let the firms that left us during the 
crisis come back.” 


“Stay in Africa, yes, but in a monopoly position,” say the 
most committed business leaders. In the banking sector, 
the BNP [National Bank of Paris}—which has taken the 
heavily deficit-ridden BIAO (International Bank for 
West Africa) back under its wing—is going to merge the 
two African banking networks and pare them down to 
bring them under better control. Of course, Societe 
Generale has opted out. Last year it withdrew from 
Central Africa and Congo, and more recently it has 
announced its disengagement from Nigeria. 


But Credit Lyonnaise is still there. It is trying to establish 
a dominant position, by buying up ownership interests 
made available by the withdrawal of other foreign part- 
ners such as Morgan Guaranty, the Deutsche Bank, and 
Banca Commerciale Italiana. 


In the area of maritime transport, Delmas Vieljeux—a 
concern with one of the longest histories of involvement 
on the West Coast of Africa—is battling against the 
Bollore group: this latter is on its way to becoming the 
largest French group in Africa in several different fields, 
especially trade, with its ownership shares in Optorg and 
SCOA [West African Trading Company]. 


But the French Company of West Africa (CFAO), the 
oldest trading concern on the continent and the first 
French commercial implantation, a company which for a 
century has been a seller of manufactured goods and 
purchaser of tropical products, is now one of the most 
active /raiders/ on the Paris Stock Exchange. It has reduced 
its African activity by 25 percent. A sign of the times. 
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Burundi 


70 Libyans Depart Following Expulsion Order 
AB0804 154389 Paris AFP in English 1515 GMT 
8 Apr 89 


[Text] Bujumbura, April 8 (AFP)}—The 70 Libyans liv- 
ing in Burundi had left the tiny central African country 
by late Friday following an expulsion order decreed by 
President Pierre Buyoya, officials said Saturday. The 
Libyans, who included five diplomats, were expelled 
after a Foreign Ministry communique said they “have 
been active for some time in destabilizing activities that 
threaten the peace and security of Burundi.” The state- 
ment, issued Wednesday, gave them 48 hours to leave 
the country of five million people. 


Burundis living in Libya, including two diplomats and 
their families were expected to return soon. 


Algeria agreed to represent Libya's interests here, and 
Burundi was negotiating with an unidentified African 
country to represent its interests in Tripoli. 


The move confirmed the shift away from Tripoli of the 
government of Major Buyoya. A year and a half ago, he 
overthrew President Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, who had 
forged closed ties with Libya and has been living there 
since his ouster. 


During a visit here in 1985, Colonel Mu‘ammar al-Qadhd- 
hafi strongly criticized Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, presi- 
dent of neighboring Zaire, for having renewed diplomatic 
relations with Israel. Since then, Major Boyoya has shifted 
the focus of foreign policy, moving to improve ties with 
Rwanda, another neighbor, and with Zaire. 


Congo 


PLO’s ‘Arafat Begins Visit 6 April 
ABO0704083589 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 6 Apr 89 


[Text] The Palestinian head of state, Yasir ‘Arafat 
arrived this afternoon in Brazzaville, the capital of 
Congo. Like other countries of Africa, Brazzaville has 
recognized the Palestinian state. On the spot, we have a 
report by Yves-Roger Yadeka. 


[Begin Yadeka recording] The Palestinian head of state, 
who is on a short information and working visit to 
Congo, has received a very popular welcome here in 
Brazzaville. He is here for the second time. His first visit 
to Congo, a 3-day visit, was 3 years ago, from 5 to 7 May 
1986, to be precise. In an interview with the national 
press, soon after his arrival, President Yasir ‘Arafat 
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stated that he came here mainly to brief the Congolese 
head of state on the recent development in the situation 
in the Middle East and the progress in the Palestinian 
struggle. He said he would like the advice of President 
Denis Sassou-Nguesso on these issues. Thus, political 
issues are expected to dominate talks between the two 
presidents and the toasts to be exchanged at a banquet to 
be offered by the Congolese head of state for his Pales- 
tinian counterpart. But cooperation is expected to fea- 
ture prominently since topics to be discussed by the 
experts of the two sides include Palestine’s assistance to 
Congo, notably in the social and health sectors, which 
seem to interest Congo. 


Before leaving Brazzaville, President Yasir ‘Arafat will 
raise the PLO representation in Congo to the rank of 
embassy. Later in the morning, he will address the cadres 
and militants of the Congolese Labor Party on the 
Palestinian people's (?indebtedness). [end recording] 


Yasir ‘Arafat was in Addis Ababa this morning. At the 
end of his visit to the Ethiopian capital, the PLO 
representation was raised to the rank of an embassy. 
Tomorrow in Libreville, as he is expected to do in Congo 
today, he will hoist the flag of the Palestinian represen- 
tation. 


Rejects Shamir Proposal 
AB0704 184289 Paris AFP in French 1758 GMT 
7 Apr 89 


[Text] Brazzaville, 7 Apr (AFP}—PLO Leader Yasir 
‘Arafat, who has been on an official visit to Congo since 
yesterday evening, today rejected Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhar Shamir’s proposal on the organization of free 
elections in the occupied Palestinian territories. Mr 
‘Arafat, who was addressing the (?militants) and cadres 
of the Congolese Labor Party (PCT) in the presence of 
Congolese President Denis Sassou-Nguesso, described 
Mr Shamir’s statement in Washington as an “unwar- 
ranted pronouncement, as he is used to making.” 


Furthermore, the joint communique issued at the end of 
President ‘Arafat's visit to Congo has condemned the 
“barbaric” Israeli policy in occupied Arab and Palestin- 
ian territories and appealed “for a total withdrawal from 
these territories by the Israeli Army.” The two sides have 
also expressed their “concern” over the incidents that 
occurred in Namibia and reaffirmed their support for 
the struggle “‘of the Namibian people under the leader- 
ship of the Soutn-West Africa People’s Organization.” 


[Words indistinct], the PLO leader laid the cornerstone 
for the building of the PLO mission, now raised to the 
rank of Embassy of the State of Palestine in the People’s 
Repubiic of Congo. 
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4 Apr Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB0404 183089 


[Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


Less Love for Sanctioneer Tutu—“Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher is totally against sanctions,” begins an editorial 
on page 6 of Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 
4 April. “Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Dr Allan Boesak 
and Dr Beyers Naude think otherwise. They are going to 
the United States next month to ‘reinvigoraie’ the sanc- 
tions campaign. They also want to see President George 
Bush to sound out his position towards South Africa.” 
“The tragedy is that they influence so many people 
abroad, especially Americans, to impose punitive mea- 
sures against South Africa.” “We have never loved 
Archbishop Tutu, the sanctioneer. We love him even less 
now that he is going to do his damndest to get tougher 
sanctions imposed on South Africa.” 


THE STAR 


Namibian Situation Needs Cool Heads—Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 4 April points out in a page 8 
editorial that nobody expected the entire UN operation 
to be thrown into disarray so rapidly. That there shouid 
already have been such a large-scale breakdown, result- 
ing in the heaviest-ever fighting inside Namibia, does 
not augur well for the months to come.“ "The UNTAG 
[UN Transition Assistance Group] forces, even once 
they reach full strength, are inadequate for stopping 
large-scale fighting—perhaps even for adequately moni- 
toring the long borders and wide open spaces involved. 
The crisis needs to be sorted out by diplomatic action at 
top-most level.“ "What is needed now, above all, are 
cool heads. Just as SWAPO has nothing to gain by 
Starting new fighting, so South Africa can achieve noth- 
ing by aborting this hard-won opportunity to extricate 
itself from the Namibian morass.“ 


BUSINESS DAY 


SWAPO Incursion Shows Contempt for Democratic Pro- 
cess—“SWAPO’s incursion from Angola has been large 
enough to indicate a profound contempt for the demo- 
cratic procedures laid down in UN Resolution 435, and 
a determination to take power even if it has to be seized 
by force,” asserts Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 4 April in a page 6 editorial. “So long as 
SWAPO’s forces remain in being, and under arms, 
Resolution 435 is negated.” “South Africa would make a 
bad mistake if it repudiated the agreement to implement 
Resolution 435. The fact is that Resolution 435 has 
already been implemented, and it is for the United 
Nations, not for South Africa, to deal with the conse- 
quences.” “South Africa, the all-purpose villain, has 
been cast as the scapegoat for the imminent failure of 
Resolution 435, and will be made the scapegoat unless 
Pik Botha puts responsibility firmly where it belongs, on 
UNTAG'’s unready shoulders.” 
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CAPE TIMES 


Cordiality Must Reign With Harare—Cape Town CAPE 
TIMES in English on 31 March comments in a page 4 
editorial: ““Mrs Thatcher's forthright, yet even-hande } 
speech at Harare dramatized her conviction that the 
problems of southern Africa will respond to dialogue 
rather than economic attrition and force. The British 
prime munister urged Mr Mugabe to accept South Afri- 
ca’s good faith and to acknowledge changes for the 
better. Yet Mr Mugabe remains distrustful, not without 
some reason. It should be the goal of South African 
diplomacy to change this state of affairs. If cordiality 
reigned between Pretoria and Harare this country’s rela- 
tions with the world would be transformed.” 


DIE BURGER 


New Party To Bend Backwards To Accomodate Groups— 
Referring to a public meeting of the planned Democratic 
Party, Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 31 
March says in a page 14 editorial: “The issue essentially 
is about the principles and policy they will present to 
voters in a general election, which, according to indica- 
tions, may yet be held this year.” “There apparently is 
still no clarity on how far backwards the new party will 
bend over in its efforts to accommodate even radical 
extraparliamentary groups.” 


BEELD 


SWAPO Provides Test for UN Forces—*Always a sur- 
prise from Africa,” declares Johannesburg BEELD in 
Afrikaans on 3 April in a page 8 editorial. “Just when the 
whole world is poised for peace in southwestern Africa, 
as officials and soldiers from 50 countries arrive, as 
thousands of journalists invade Windhoek, and even 
Mrs Margaret Thatcher feels up to personally witnessing 
the great moment, SWAPO gangs dash across the border 
and jeopardize the whole process. The shock abroad 
must be even greater than in southern Africa. We have 
known for centuries that Western norms are not neces- 
sarily applicable here.’ “Thanks to SWAPO, who had 
been dumb enough to ‘challenge the authority of the 
international community’, as Mrs Thatcher put it, 
UNTAG was faced with a serious test.” 


DIE REPUBLIKEIN 


Refugees Welcome To Enjoy Country—Windhoeck DIE 
REPUBLIKEIN in Afrikaans on 31 March says in a page 
4 editorial: “It will be absolutely senseless to keep 
Namibian refugees in camps before allowing them the 
full joy of returning home, having been in exile from 
their country for so many years.” “Neither the adminis- 
trator general nor the UN secretary general could do 
such a thing to people. The people of South-West Africa 
have come to their country to be free of domination and 
intimidation. For each refugee the DTA has at least this 
message: Dear friend, come and enjoy your country in a 
civilized way.” 


6 Apr Press Review 


MB0604 174089 
[Editorial report] 
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CAPE TIMES 


UN's Ability On Trial—“While South Africa and 
SWAPO lodge accusations and counter-accusations over 
the breaking of the Namibian ceasefire, the UN moni- 
toring group, UNTAG [United Nations Transition 
Assistance Group], appears to have been totally unpre- 
pared for what happened,” concludes Cape Town CAPE 
TIMES in English on 4 April in a page 8 editorial. 
“Surely, by the eve of April |, it should have stationed 
itself at strategic points along the Angolan border. This 
could have served two purposes: To act as deterrent 
against any cross-border incursions, and to monitor such 
developments, should its mere presence not deter armed 
insurgents.” “South Africa security forces, under UN 
supervision, are empowered to hold the invaders at bay. 
But unless the UN can quickly enforce a second cease- 
fire, the independence program for Namibia could suffer 
a serious setback and a prolonged border war could be 
resumed. The world community's peacekeeping ability is 
ultimately on trial.” 


TRANSVALER 


SWAPO Overplays Hand—In a page 8 editorial, 
Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 4 
April observes that “there is no case to argue: the 
violence, loss of life, and the treachery brought about 
by SWAPO’s incursion must be regretted and 
condemned.” It must be remembered that the for- 
eign propaganda machine has made things easier for 
SWAPO, created uncertainty and confusion, and 
eventually wants to make South Africa the scapegoat 
once more. SWAPO has overplayed its hand this 
time and could suffer untold damage. If SWAPO 
leader Sam Nujoma is to be believed then the 
organization’s leadership is suspected of not being in 
control of decisions taken lower down the hierarchy. 
“The consequences are unfortunate for SWAPO.” 
The black voters it is now intimidating and influenc- 
ing are rejecting it.“ “If, as reported, black Nami- 
bians will vote for who they see as the strongest 
force, the SWAPO incursion into Namibia has prej- 
udiced prospects at the polls.“ 


* Black Population Outstripping Other Groups 
34000349b Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
28 Feb 89 p 3 


[Article by Dianna Games: “Fast Growth in Blacks 
Numbers”] 


[Text] The black population of SA [South Africa] 
increased at a rate of 3.6 times faster than the white 
population, 1.7 times faster than the Asian rate and 1.5 
times faster than coloureds, Unisa’s Bureau of Market 
Research has found. 


A bureau statement said the increase in SA’s population 
growth rate—23.8 per 1,000—implied very rapid 
growth, and was 3.5 times faster than the 6.8 figure for 
developed countries. 


It said the mean annual rate of increase of blacks of 29.2 
was similar to that of Africa as a whole (29.4). 
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The increase rates for other population groups were 
broken down as follows: coloureds 18.4, Asians 17 and 
whites eight. 


As blacks made up over two thirds of the total—the tota! 
population increase was shown as being very high (23.8). 


In 1988, SA’s population, excluding the TBVC [Trans- 
kei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] countries was esti- 
mated at 28.9-million, comprising 19.9-million blacks, 
4.9-million whites, 3.1-miilion coloureds and 0.9-million 
Asians. 


The bureau said over half of whites lived in the Trans- 
vaal (54 percent), the majority of coloureds (84.6 per- 
cent) in the Cape and 80.2 percent of the Asians in Natal. 


The majority of blacks lived in the TBVC states (43.7 
percent), 30.2 percent in the Transvaal, 11.2 percent in 
the Cape and 9.6 percent in the OFS [Orange Free State]. 


* Indian Community Seeks Better Representation 
34000329a Durban THE DAILY NEWS in English 
21 Feb 89p 17 


{Article by Khalil Aniff] 


[Text] The Indian people are still split over whether to 
support the tricameral system of parliament five years 
after it was introduced by the Government. 


When the three-tier system began in August 1984, there 
was much opposition—so much so that the elections for 
the House of Delegates had only an 18 percent poll. 


At that time most Indians boycotted the elections, and 
extra-parliamentary groupings such as the Natal and 
Transvaal Indian Congresses and the United Demo- 
cratic Front claimed the Indian people did not agree with 
that system of government and had therefore stayed 
away. 


They said the Indians, and the rest of the South African 
population, wanted a unitary system of government in 
which all sections of the population, irrespective of race, 
would have an equal say in running the country. 


That view still holds true today, judging by the responses 
in a survey this week. 


But while most Indians firmly want a single parliament, 
many are disillusioned with events in the Indian cham- 
ber linked with bribery, corruption, misuse of political 
power and malad-ministration. 


These people want “quality candidates” to stand for the 
next elections, possibly in the next few months, and they 
have not ruled out the possibility of candidates from 
extra-parliamentary groupings standing. 


FBIS-AFR-89-067 
10 April 1989 


It is common knowledge that the House of Delegates had 
very little reputation and credibility among its people, 
but all this vanished after the revelations made by the 
Hon Neville James, who investigated irregularities in the 
House of Delegates. 


The James Commission report led to the unceremonious 
sacking of former chairman of the Ministers’ Council, 
Mr Amichand Rajbansi, who was described as a “mean- 
minded and arrogant” bully. 


Veteran politician and former executive chairman of the 
old South Africa Indian Council, Mr Y. S. Chinsamy, 
said nothing short of a federal system of government 
would satisfy the aspirations of the people of the country. 


“I boycotted the 1984 elections because blacks were 
excluded. I still hold that view. 


“And at my age of 73, I am still prepared to make a 
comeback to active politics if the Government recogn- 
ises a federal system of rule,” he said. 


“I expect more Indians to go to the polls in the next 
election and my estimation is that a poll of between 30 
and 35 percent will be recorded,” he said. 


A lecturer in political science at the University of Dur- 
ban-Westville, Mr Cassim Docrat, said the three-tier 
system had flaws and this caused duplication of power 
which led to misuse of public office. 


“Power sharing could be put to better use if the federal 
system were introduced,” he said. 


The House of Delegates, he said, had created more 
confusion and conflict within its own ranks and this led 
to it bringing disgrace to the community. 


“The Indian chamber has demonstrated in the past four 
years that it is both ineffective and inefficient. It had 
failed to expose all the injustices which it promised to do 
when the chamber was set up.” 


Mr Docrat said he would not be totally surprised if 
extra-parliamentary groups took part in the next elections. 


“If they eventually do, it will be more of a strategy than 
anything else,” he said, adding that the groups might use 
the system as a platform to expose injustices. 


The leader of the Progressive Federal Party in the House 
of Delegates, Mr Pat Poovalingam, said the tricameral 
system of government was now more acceptable to the 
people today as compared with five years ago. 


“I can say confidently that if we have an election among 
Indian people in the next few months then we will 
register a poll of 50 percent or more,” he said. 
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But Mr Poovalingam, who once served on the Presi- 
dent’s Council's constitutional affairs committee, said 
thus far the only thing some of the MPs [members of 
Parliament] in the Indian chamber had achieved for its 


people was disgrace. 


But he said the community had now realised its error in 
boycotting the 1984 elections. 


“This time round the community will go all out to clean 
the House of Delegates by electing decent and honour- 
able men and women who wi!l want to serve the com- 
munity instead of their personal pockets,” he said. 


* Prospects for Labor Union Alliance Dying 
3400035 1c Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
24 Feb 89 pil 


[Text] Prospects for future co-operation—much less for- 
mal unity—between SA’s [South Africa] two largest 
union federations, Cosatu [Congress of South African 
Trade Unions] and Nactu [National Council of Trade 
Unions], are dying if not already <lead. 


But political splits within Nactu, the smaller of the two, 
have opened up the possibil..y of a new realignment of 
forces within the black labour movement. 


This is the view of some union sources after the row 
between the two this week, purportedly over the timing 
of a workers’ summit. 


The federations have been ideologically divided, Nactu 
taking a black exclusivist approach and opposing 
Cosatu’s non-racial tradition. 


But last year was marked by growing co-operation. They 
acted jointly on the June stayaway and in talks with 


Saccola on the Labour Relations Amendment Act 
(LRAA). But failing a last-minute change of heart the 
summit will go ahead without Nactu participation. 


The sources say the real reason for the conflict goes a lot 
deeper than public statements suggest: rather a rethink by 
the dominant Africanists in Nactu as to the advisability of 
a closer relationship with Cosatu prompted the row. 


Nactu president James Mndaweni denies that this is 
true, saying unity remains on Nactu’s agenda following a 
“esolution to this effect at the organisation's 1988 con- 
ference in August. 


The summit agenda iiem of “building unity” caused 
Nactu to reassess its participation. 


Sources say the issue came to a head at a Nactu meeting on 
Saturday and was motivated by the realisation that Nactu 
was the only remaining internal, operational South African 
Organisation promoting the Africanist cause. 
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The fear, they say, was that an eventual merger with the 
five-times-as- large Cosatu would mean Africanism 
becoming a rather small cog in a large labour movement 
wheel. 


These concerns were apparently not shared by the less 
powerful black consciousness wing, which is eager to 
forge a closer relationship with Cosatu, if not immedi- 
ately an actual merger. 


The growing view there appears to be that the principle 
of “worker unity” should, in the labour movement at 
least, outweigh ideological differences. They see this as 
necessary to deal with the perceived threats presented 
by, for example, the LRAA. 


Mndaweni denied any serious differences existed within 
Nactu and added it remained commitied to the summit. 


However, it was necessary for the organisation to work 
out a clear view of what sort of unity was desirable—it 
could range from issue-based co-operation to a merger. 


Time was needed to determine this and that is why 
Nactu had requested a postponement, he said. 


However, Cosatu said Nactu had asked for an “indef- 
inite postponement” and expressed scepticism at its 
commitment to the summit. 


Mndaweni added that Nactu had no fear of being “swal- 
lowed” by Cosatu. Nactu was not affiliated to any political 
party or political line, and was not afraid of unity. 


To outsiders, the philosophical differences between Afri- 
canism and black consciousness may seem arcane. But 
that they exist is demonstrated by the fact that the 
external adherents of these positions—the PAC [Pan 
Africanist Congress] and the Black Consciousness Move- 
ment of SA—are divided. 


The question, sources say, is whether black conscious- 
ness leaders within Nactu—many of whom were ousted 
from leadership positions at the last annual conference— 
and their followers may feel more at home in Cosatu 
despite unhappiness at the presence of white intellectuals 
within some Cusatu affiliates. 


Nevertheless, there is talk that at least one Nactu union 
may defy the official position and attend the summit. 


It appears that the black consciousness grouping holds 
powerful positions in three or four Nactu affiliates. 


Cosatu has yet to decide whether to tempt breakaway 
groups from Nactu into the organisation. This would 
broaden the spectrum of political thought within Cosatu 
and would be welcomed by some affiliates, but not by the 
most hardline Charterist bloc. 
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* Power of White Miners Union Dwindling 
34000349a Johanneturg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 10-16 Feb 89 p 10 


[Report by Drew Forrest] 


[Text] For the first time since the 1922 Rand Rebellion, 
black miners are legally supervising blasting operations 
on South Africa’s mines—and the industry is awaiting 
the response of the all-white Mine Workers Union 
(MWU) with intense interest. 


Recent events on the mines have a wider political 
significance. Sources indicate that they are receiving the 
close attention of the Conservative Party, which has 
strong links with the MWU. 


The fall of the last bastion of the white worker is of great 
symbolic significance, they say, and could be used by the 
far right to ral!; support. 


Chamber of Mines senior general manager Johann Lie- 
benberg said the first black miner was employed on 
December 5 last year, and that there had been a steady 
stream of appointments since then. About 20 black 
miners are known to be working on Anglo American 
mines, and twice as many in the industry as a whole. 


To date there has been no official reaction to this historic 
development from the 30,000-strong MWU, which has 
fought a fierce rearguard action against the dropping of 
job bars on the mines. 


However, the issue was thoroughly debated at the union's 
recent annual conference, the MWU general secretary, 
Peet Ungerer, told THE WEEKLY MAIL this week. He 
added that a number of decisions had been taken and that 
these would be implemented “in the near future.” 


Uncharacteristically, the union barred press representa- 
tives from the meeting, and Ungerer refused to give 
details of what had been decided. 


Statutory job reservation on the mines was formally 
scrapped in August 1987, with the amendment of the 
Mines and Works Act to allow “competent” rather than 
(racially defined) “scheduled” workers to do certain 
skilled jobs. 


However, there was no immediate rush to place blacks in 
skilled work. In a bid to allay white workers’ fears, the 
then Minister of Manpower, Pietie du Plessis, asked for 
committees comprising MWU and employer representa- 
tives to advise him on the qualification required for the 
issuing of certificates of competency. 


A critical watershed was reached in September last year, 
when the advisory committees recommended a mini- 
mum requirement of a Std 8 pass and this proposal was 
endorsed by the minister. Sources indicate that the 
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MWU also wanted candidates to be South African 
citizens and to have security clearance from the state 
security apparatus, although these did not form part of 
the final proposals. 


As a consequence of the recommendations, black work- 
ers, many of them team leaders of long experience, are 
now legally working as miners. A number of onsetters— 
also previously a reserved occupation—have also been 
appointed, Liebenberg confirmed. 


In theory, the door is now open for blacks to move all the 
way up the mining hierarchy to management. 


It also means that the ratio of blacks to whites in the 
skilled labour force on the mines is likely to shift steadily 
over time. Artisan unions on the mines agreed in 1982 to 
open apprenticeship training to black people, and only 
seven years later, 15 percent of mine artisans are African, 
coloured or Indian. 


MWU objections to the scrapping of statutory job reser- 
vation are, of course, partly i ical. The union 
executive is said to be “100 percent behind the Conser- 
vative Party.” Former MWU general secretary Arrie 
Paulus is now the CP [Conservative Party] member of 
parliament for Carletonville, and it was no accident that 
the guest speaker at the union's conference was Afri- 
kaner Volkswag leader Carel Boshoff. 


It is also true that white miners now have less reason to 
fear job and wage cuts if blacks are admitted to skilled 
jobs than before the 1922 upheavals. 


The Chamber is at pains to stress that the new black 
miners have been employed on the same terms and 
conditions as whites, and that unfair labour practice 
provisions prevent the replacement of white workers by 
blacks at lower wage levels. 


However, there is no doubt that the influx of blacks into 
skilled jobs will weaken white miners’ bargaining posi- 
tion. At present, there is a shortage of workers with 
blasting certificates—but this may not last forever. 


What are the union's options? Many observers see the 
elaborate cloak of secrecy surrounding the annual con- 
ference as a symptom of uncertainty—the union's past 
style has been open, if not flamboyant. 


“The leadership is in a tight spot,” said one source. “The 
choice it faces is between suicide and coming to terms.” 


The MWU no doubt hopes that the CP will come to 
power and restore the job colour bar on the mines—but 
knows that this offers no immediate solution. “We 
accept that it will be a long, bitter struggle and realise 
there 1s no political opportunity in sight which will 
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restore to the white worker his own identity and right to 
a white man’s way of life,” writes the MWU’s Ungerer in 
the latest issue of the union's mouthpiece, DIE MYN- 
WERKER. 


It is rumoured that the option of opening the union to 
blacks, and thus exercising some contvoi over the scale 
and speed of job desegregation, was discussed at the 
recent conference. But sources agree that the MWU's 
white members would not tolerate such a move. 


Commentators also consider it highly unlikely that the 
MWU could mount successful industrial action. In 1979, 
about 6,500 white miners—less than a third of the 
MWU's membership at the time—staged a one-week 
illegal strike to signal their rejection of the government's 
impending labour reforms. They were routed by the 
employers, who forced them back to work without mak- 
ing a single concession. 


Over the years, the miner's job has become so frag- 
mented that the withdrawal of his labour can impede but 
not paralyse production, sources point out. 


Recent changes in labour law, which enable employers to 
sue unions for damages if their members strike legally, 
also limit union strategy. In 1979, the union leadership 
sought to forestall prosecution by claiming that the strike 
was spontaneous and unco-ordinated. 


Sources concur that the MWU is most likely to seek an 
Industrial Court hearing on the grounds that the employ- 
ment of black miners is an unfair labour practice. 
Indeed, Ungerer this week rejected suggestions that the 
union had no basis for court action. 


There are at least two possibilities in this area. One 
would be to argue that the mines had unfairly restricted 
white job opportunities by employing black miners. 
Another tack would be to argue that the 50-year-old 
closed shop agreement between the union and employers 
bars blacks from skilled work because they cannot join 
the all-white MWU. 


Neither has much hope of success, according to labour 
law sources. Indeed, there was some feeling that the 
racial closed shop might in itself be an unfair labour 
practice. 


Sources hold that the MWU's continuing refusal to sign 
a job security agreement with the Chamber has been a 
crucial error. Nine other mine unions signed such a deal 
in 1986, which among other things committed the 
employers to employ on merit, pay equal wages to blacks 
and whites in the same jobs and not to dismiss whites 
and replace them with blacks. 


Some say the MWU stayed out because it hoped the 
government would shrink from the political cost of 
changing the law before mine employers and white 
workers had privately come to terms. 
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The Chamber tabied a revised version of the agreement 
late last year, but the union is still keeping its distance. 


The MWU feels itself to be under siege in more ways 
than one—it is among the established mine unions which 
have blocked the admission of black miners to the Mine 
Employees Pension Fund and the Mines Benefit Society, 
a medical aid scheme. 


Last year, the Chamber took the Manpower Minister to 
the Supreme Court over his refusal to appoint a concil- 
iation board to resolve the pensions dispute. 


The court ruled against the minister, and the matter is 
now under consideration by a conciliation board. 


In his interview with THE WEEKLY MAIL iast week 
Ungerer commented that it was “no secret that we have 
a dream of one big white union.” He went on to hini that 
the MWU conference had resolved to canvas more 
actively for members in other sectors of the economy. 


The union is known to be strongly represented in the 
metal and chemical industries and in Eskom [Electricity 
& Supply Commission], and has regularly altered its 
scope of registration over the years. Indeed, the Chamber 
estimates that of the union’s 30,000 members, no more 
than 13,000 are employed by the mines. 


Given that white miners are likely to dwindle in numbers 
and importance in the years to come, the MWU's 
decision to recruit elsewhere may be more than senti- 
ment—it may be a matter of survival. 


* Mission of Country's Marine Corps Assessed 
34000350b Johannesburg ARMED FORCES in English 
Feb 89 pp 10, 13, 14 


[First paragraph in italics] 


[Text] “South Africa is 2 trading nation, a national 
dependent Gn two-way maritime trading for all its 
imports and the vast majority of its exports. One hopes 
that its leaders are not followers of the dictum A Marl 
Usque and Montes, i.c. fail to see the seas because of the 
mountains..." (MRS) 


In October 1986 the General Assembly of the United 
Nations declared the South Atlantic to be a “zone of 
peace and cooperation,” a declaration brought about by 
the successful efforts of the Brazilian diplomatic service. 
Obviously this declaration will benefit all countries with 
direct interest in the area by virtue of their geographical 
position but, like so many other things, it is more of an 
exercise in rethoric than a reality under-written by the 
power of a blue-water navy or the ability to project this 
power on to distant shores as and when required. 


South African political leaders have several times 
uttered statements concerning this country’s “super- 
power’ status in the geographical entity of our continent, 
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it is reasonable to expect, however, that as this status 
increases by virtue of economic realities—as recently 
indicated by the increased contacts between South 
America, South Africa and Black Africa at various levels 
of government—so will the vital importance of the South 
Atlantic Trade Routes for South Africa itself. 


Al a glance, we could thus tabulate the Navy's impor- 
tance and role as follows: 


Functions for a Small Blue-Water Navy in the South 
Atlantic 


Mission Capability 
Diplomatic Influence Armed Surface Ships 
Status Submannes 
Implied use of force Long-Range patro! air- 
crafi 
Military Deterrence Armed Surface Ships 
Defence of homeland Submanines 
Alliance commitments Amphibious capability 
International Order Tactical Air Support 
Aid to Civil Power Land Forces 
Mine Counter Mea- 
sure 
Tracking 
Surveillance 
Policing Sovereignty Assertion Armed Surface Ships 
Resource management Medium-Range Patrol 
aircraft 
Pollution Control SAR vessels and helos 


Search and Rescuc RAD Research Ships 


Low Intensity Conflict Small patrol vessels 
(aka as COIN) Ground Forces 
Riverine protection Ground Forces 
Security Ground Forces 


It follows from this table that the South African Navy 
Order of Battle is in need of urgent attention if the 
Service is to provide the “return” commensurate to the 
investment; but the Navy itself is euilty of short-sighted- 
ness when it comes to putting across its importance in 
the context of things military. For too long now the 
debate has gone on concerning the role, functions and 
tasks of its Marine Branch, as the Service's own ill- 
defined vision has been out of syncro with the realities. 


The existing definition of functions for the South Afri- 
can Marines within the Navy talks about Urban COIN 
{continuous counter-intelligence] Operations, Rural 
COIN Operations, Seaward COIN Operations. (I person- 
ally am curious to know what exactly this defillation 
means), Combating Civil Uarest and Riots (which one 
assumes belongs to the L'rban COIN Operations concept 
and thus an unnecessar: repetition, probably done by 
somebody with limited ground experience), Limited 
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conventional Landward Operations (again a very idiotic 
definition for does it mean the current level of opera- 
tions against the Cubans?) and Amphibious Operations. 


It is therefore no wonder that the South African Marines 
have been unable to develop an identity of their own 
which, as any military commander with a modicum of 
ground operations experience knows only too well is 
absolutely vital for the attainment of professional stan- 
dards. 


Having spent some considerable time observing the 
development of the South African Marines one tends to 
recognize that the greater obstacie the Marines them- 
selves have come to identify as their major problem—in 
common with most of the Marines in the Western 
World—is a lack of understanding at the various leader- 
ship levels of their roles, functions and tasks. 


The assumption is made that South Africa is on the 
threshold of becoming the regional power “‘de facto” of 
the south Atlantic, including both the African and South 
American continents; the penetration of the Far East and 
Indian sub-continent, although perfectly feasible and 
probable in due course of time out of sheer economic 
necessity will not be taken into account at this stage. The 
South Atlantic scenario will suffice.... 


In the whole South African Defence Force, power pro- 
jection capability outside its borders is limited to a 
Theatre of Operations that does not exceed one thousand 
kilometres, a paltry distance in the vast expanses of 
Africa. The problem is that this capability, albeit desir- 
able, tends to be expensive particularly when building it 
from scratch. I do not think for a moment that South 
African leaders will disagree on the desirability of such 
an option, particularly as the country seems to have 
initiated a rapprochement with black Africa. 


Defence expenditure is largely orientated towards the 
maintenance of mobile ground forces whose posture has 
been defined essentially as being defensive. This in fact 
is one of the fallacies that western politicians are usually 
fond of: the country’s armed forces exist for the purposes 
of defence and therefore equipment and manpower 
tables are geared for this. What they fail to realize with 
such an idiotic posture is this: 


a. In the first place this policy automatically condemns 
the country to become a battlefield, with the resulting 
destruction of life and property that it entails. This is a 
policy favourite amongst liberal politicians who do not 
subordinate party interests to national interests. It is the 
suicide option. 


b. In second place should war break out the expenditure 
required for its successful conclusion will be prohibitive, 
thus condemning the country to stunted economic 
growth (such as happened to the UK post World War II) 
or to outright defeat. 
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c. In third piace it does not serve the national interest 
inherent in the status of regional power. For the whole 
regional relationships will be based on a series of military 
commitments that cannot be fulfilled. Africa in particu- 
lar is full of examples of countries who abruptly changed 
the allegiances and commitments once the “protector” 
State is perceived to be unable to fulfill obligations. 


It follows from the above that South Africa has the need 
and requirement to maintain a permanent force capable 
to be deployed anywhere in the African or South Amer- 
ican coast, for such [word indistinct] condition cinae qua 
non for this country to have some form of credibility 
within the international community. There is simply no 
other way. 


To my mind this force’s roles and functions should be 
defined as follows: 


a. Role. To provide a force in being capable to be 
deployed operationally and to function independently 
anywhere deemed necessary, with its own organic sup- 
port and giving support to the other branches of the 
Defence Force within and outside of the country. 


b. Functions. The functions of this force would be: 
1. To carry out conventional operations. 


2. The conduct of all amphibious operations and riverine 
Operations. 


3. The conduct of COIN operations. 


4. Research and development of techniques and equip- 
ment related to amphibious and riverine operations. 


5. The provision of security/protection to naval installa- 
tions. 


It follows therefore that the tasks of this force—whom we 
shall call the SA Marines for convenience sake—are the 
same as those of similar organizations. And it is here that 
the sad lack of understanding spoken about earlier makes 
itself manifest; for it is vital we understand clearly that 
the conduct of amphibious operations is a multi-disci- 
plined subject matter. Army and Naval officers are in the 
unfortunate habit of looking at this subject from a very 
narrow parochial view point, forgetting in the process 
that neither has the expertise, the time and the inclina- 
tion to study the problems associated with deploying a 
force by sea and keeping it resupplied. To go one step 
further, neither do they understand that the strategic and 
tactical planning for the force once deployed must also 
follow different rules to those applicable to a purely 
land-based and resupplied army. This, in a nutshell, is 
the crux of the matter. 


FBIS-AFR-89-067 
10 April 1989 


The second faliacy that prevails amongsi ceriain circles 
is the cost of creating such a force. A close analysis of the 
costs involved and the benefits derived from these shows 
however a somewhat different picture. 


* Japanese Chrome Cuts Not Affecting Producers 
34000330b Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
20 Feb 89 p 13 


[Article by Andrew Budden] 


[Text] South African chrome producers have expressed 
little concern over a reported move by Japan aiming to 
reduce reliance on South African chrome ore by sourcing 
imports from India. 


A recent report in the British Metals Bulletin claimed 
that the Japanese move followed pressure on Japan by 
the United Nations and other world bodies to reduce 
trade with SA [South Africa]. 


According to the report, jubilant Indian producers have 
expressed confidence in their ability to meet the 
increased Japanese demand for chrome ore, expected to 
double to 80,000-tons this year. 


‘Booming’ 
South African producers, however, remain unperturbed. 


Samancor acting MD [Managing Director] John Muller 
said last week that South African producers currently 
face more demand than they can satisfy. 


He pointed to the increased tendency in SA to refine ore 
locally prior to export. 


“With the local ferrochrome industry booming, a lot of 
new refining capacity has come on line and 60 percent to 
70 percent of ore is locally refined prior to export,” he 
said. 


This means that SA has less unrefined ore available for 
export to refineries in other countries than in the past. 


Reflecting this, SA has reduced its exports to Japan in 
recent years, said Chromecorp chairman John Vorster. 


In addition, Samancor’s Muller forecast continuing 
growth in demand for ferrochrome, particularly in the 
international automotive industry. 


Demand in that area is expected to increase by an 
estimated 400,000 to 500,000-tons a year. 


Industry sources said SA’s chrome is more attractive in 
terms of both price and reliability of delivery. 
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‘Small, Patchy’ 


Muller said Japanese consumers will be paying roughly 
70 percent more for the Indian product than for its SA 
counterpart. 


Vorster said he also saw little threat from the Indian 
producers. 


“The Indian deposits are small and patchy and the 
reliability of their delivery is questionable,” he said. 


Strong chrome prices have recently prompted the open- 
ing of many small producers around the world, adding to 


supply. 


One observer commented that many of these would 
become unprofitable in the event of an oversupply and 
marginal fall in price. 


* Palladium ‘Political’ Threat to Platinum 
34000333b London AFRICA ANALYSIS in English 
20 Jan 89 p 1 


[Text] Johannesburg. There is a political spectre stalking 
the normally bullish world of South African platinum 
mining. And it comes in the form of one of the platinum 
group metals (PGM), palladium. 


The fear in mining circles here is that the potential threat 
posed by the substitution of palladium in the catalytic 
converters of car exhausts (AFRICA ANALYSIS, No 
63), has a political dimension which could seriously 
affect South Africa. 


The country, which has the world’s three largest plati- 
num mines, has high platinum concentrations which 
contain little palladium. Zimbabwe's nascent platinum 
group metals (PGM) mining industry, on the other hand, 
has known reserves which contain equal concentrations 
of the two metals. 


Soviet and Canadian mines are believed to contain even 
higher proportions of palladium, but Zimbabwe’s Great 
Dyke offers one of the world’s largest undeveloped 
deposits of easily accessible palladium in economically 
viable concentrations. 


Although there has been no public expression of concern 
at the possibility of a switch to palladium, there is an 
awareness in senior mining circles that such a move 
could have enormous political impact, especially in the 
United States, by severely reducing, or even eliminating, 
Western dependence on South Africa for ‘strategic min- 
erals.” 


Platinum group metals remain the only strategic miner- 
als for which the United States has no economically 
viable alternative to importing from South Africa 
(AFRICA ANALYSIS, No 55). 


Although the platinum price has held up strongly, it did 
reveal its potential volatility when it slipped nearly $100 
on the initial news of a possible palladium threat. 
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Mozambique 


* Minister Discusses Cooperation With Macao 
34420069c Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
21 Feb 89 p 8 


[Text] Yesterday Jacinto Veloso, our country’s minister 
of cooperation, met with Macao Governor Carlos 
Melancia to discuss the possibility of mutually advanta- 
geous cooperation between the two parties, according to 
an article published by the Portuguese news agency, 
LUSA. 


Taking advantage of his trip to Tokyo, where he will 
represent President Joaquim Chissano at the funeral of 
Emperor Hirohito, to visit Macao at the invitation of the 
Portuguese authorities, the minister of cooperation told 
LUSA that “there are good prospects for the develop- 
ment of cooperation” between Macao and Mozambique 
as well as with southern Africa. 


Veloso said that in his meeting with Melancia—which 
lasted about | hour—discussion centered particularly 
around the possibility of various types of exchanges 
between our country and Macao and that such exchanges 
will be the subject of further detailed study. 


According to LUSA, Veloso mentioned technical sup- 
port for Mozambique’s Experimental Television (TVE) 
and increased trade as two of the areas to be explored. 


The Portuguese governor in turn also told LUSA that 
“there is room and political desire” for development of 
activity between our two countries and that it is now a 
matter of determining which areas are of greater interest. 


Melancia asserted that this cooperation could apply 
particularly to the textile and ready-made clothing sector 
and that there could be technical support and an 
exchange of programs between Macao Television (TDM) 
and Mozambique Television. He also stressed the possi- 
bility of a cultural exchange between that territory 
(under Portuguese administration until the end of the 
century) and the People’s Republic of Mozambique. 


LUSA adds that yesterday Veloso was to have had 

meetings with officials of the Bank of Macao before 

leaving for Hong Kong on his way to Tokyo, his last stop. 
Namibia 

Tripartite Meeting Agrees on SWAPO Withdrawal 


Talks Suspended 8 April 
AB0804 150789 Paris AFP in English 1453 GMT 
8 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek, April 8 (AFP)}—A high-level meeting 
of South African, Angolan and Cuban officials on the 
fighting in Namibia was suspended after 10 minutes 
Saturday, a source close to the talks said. 
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“The ice is very thin,” the source said. 


The talks—a last-ditch attempt to salvage the United 
Nations- supveiised Namibian independence process— 
were close to breaking down after the South African 
delegation released a letter in which it accused the U.N. 
of seeking unilaterally to modify the agreement that led 
to the start of the process on April 1. 


The meeting involves the defense and foreign ministers 
of South Africa, a member of the Cuban Communist 
Party Central Committee, the U.S. assistant secretary of 
state for African affairs, his Soviet counterpart, and 
unspecified Angolan officials. 


‘Declaration’ Announced 9 Apr 
MB0904 182689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2111 GMT 9 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek April 9 SAPA—South Africa, Cuba 
and Angola today agreed on principles with a complex 
set of procedures to restore peace in Namibia. 


The procedures are aimed at returning SWAPO forces 
inside Namibia to bases north of the 16th latitude inside 
Angola. 


“The security and protection of the SWAPO elements 
and of the security forces in Namibia enjoy the highest 
level of importance,” the three countries said in a joint 
Mount Etjo Declaration. “As of the signing of this 
document, it will be considered that the SWAPO forces 
will be able to deploy with full safety to the established 
assembly point”’. 


Two days of talks among the three countries ended at 
Mount Etjo game and safari lodge in Namibia, attended 
by United States and Soviet Union officials as observers. 


The leader of the South African delegation, Foreign 
Affairs minister Pik Botha, said on his arrival at Mount 
Etjo tonight the joint declaration would be sent to the 
UN secretary-general, Dr Javier Perez de Cuellar. “‘l 
hope the Security Council will have informal discussions 
and the president of the Security Council will come out 
with a statement in support of this document”. 


Mr Botha said SWAPO insurgents would be confined to 
bases in Angola for at least six weeks and monitored by 
UNTAG [United Nations Transition Assistance Group]. 


All the governments that attended the Mount Etjo delib- 
erations were fully in agreement on the contents of the 
document. 


“We have no differences of opinion” that the situation in 
Namibia should be brought back to normal as it was on 
March 31 before the fighting broke out. The declaration 
reaffirmed the commitment of all the parties to obliga- 
tions contained in the final New York peace accord of 
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last December 22 for the peaceful resolution of the 
conflict in the South Western region of Africa, and in 
conformity with UN Security Council Resolution 632 of 
February 16 this year. 


The parties agreed to a package of recommendations 
reflected in the Mount Etjo Declaration. Angola, Cuba 
and South Africa urged Dr Perez to adopt all necessary 
measures for “the most rapid and concrete deployment 
of UNTAG so that it can fully and effectively carry out 
its mandate”. 


They appealed to UN member states, particularly the 
Security Council, to give their full co-operation with the 
carrying out of UNTAG’s task. 


South Africa, Cuba and Angola met in a joint commis- 
sion created by the protocol of Brazzaville, in an extraor- 
dinary session to deal with the Namibian crisis. 


In terms of the annexure to the declaration, South 
Africa’s administrator-general in Windhoek, Mr Louis 
Pienaar, and the UN special representative, Mr Martti 
Ahtisaari of Finland, would verify the departure of 
SWAPO troops from Namibia. 


“A period will be established during which SWAPO 
forces will be granted free passage” to assembly points on 
the border and inside Namibia. 


“The Peoples Republic of Angola commits itself to 
receive On its territory the forces of SWAPO which leave 
Namibia” and to ensure their confinement north of the 
16th Parallel under UN supervision. 


As of today, SWAPO troops would represent themselves 
to the assembly points, enjoying the right of freedom of 


passage. 


“SWAPO shall utilise the norma! chain of command for 
the communications, as well as broadcasts on commer- 
cial networks to notify its members of the said arrange- 
ments,” according to the joint declaration. 


Angolan and South African forces in the presence of UN 
personnel would guarantee the control of the crossing of 
SWAPO forces at border posts. 


The agreement provided for SWAPO fighters who 
turned themselves over to the custody of UNTAG would 
lay down their arms with the UN. 


Mr Pienaar and Mr Ahtisaari would be notified of the 
number of SWAPO forces returning to bases north of the 
16 Parallel and by April 15—within six days of the 
signing of the joint declaration—SWAPO had to inform 
Mr Ahtisaari “about the conclusion of the removal of its 
forces from Namibian territory,” the report said. 


“The end of this process will be based on two essential 
points: 
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—Information provided by SWAPO to the UN special 
representative upon the conclusion of the removal of 
its forces from Namibian territory, and 


—Joint verification by the administrator-general and the 
special representative of the exit of all SWAPO forces 
from Namibian territory. 


“Once these two conditions are met, the situation exist- 
ing on March 31, 1989 will be considered to have been 
restored.” 


Having reached agreement on the principles and proce- 
dures, South Africa, Cuba and Angola noted a press 
release from Luanda by SWAPO’s leadership announc- 
ing the withdrawal of SWAPO forces from the northern 
part of Namibia to Angola. 


The three governments recommended that Mr Pienaar 
and Mr Ahtisaari should give immediate attention on 
methods to put SWAPO's decision into effect within the 
agreed framework “with a view to ensuring that lives are 
spared,”’ the document said. 


It listed 10 assembly points for SWAPO forces inside 
northern Namibia and eight on the country’s border with 
Angola. 


The joint declaration of Mount Etjo was made available 
after media representatives in Windhoek had been kept 
waiting for nearly 10 hours for a news conference, first 
up in the air, then at Windhoek’s Eros suburban airport, 
then at their offices and finally for several hours at the 
J.G. Strijdom section of the new Windhoek Interna- 
tional Airport. 


The media conference was continually postponed with- 
out explanation. 


Mr Botha said the U.S. and USSR observers made a 
positive contribution to the successful outcome of the 
meeting. 


UN To Supervise Assembly Points 
MB1004091589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0903 GMT 10 Apr 89 


{Text] Windhoek April 10 SAPA—United Nations flags 
are to begin flying at noon tomorrow at assembly points 
where SWAPO fighters in northern Namibia can hand 
themselves in to UN personnel and be given safe passage 
back into Angola. 


A joint statement by the administrator-general, Mr Louis 
Pienaar, and the UN special representative, Mr Martti 
Ahtisaari of Finland, said today certain of the assembly 
points would become operational for an initial period of 
10 days. 
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“It has also been agreed that the security forces in 
Namibia will not act against PLAN [SWAPO’s military 
wing] members congregated in the immediate vicinity of 
church premises so that under UNTAG [UN Transition 
Assistance Group] supervision they may be escorted 
from there to assembly points,” the statement said. 


South Africa, Cuba and Angola yesterday agreed to a 
procedure to return Namibia to peace as required by the 
UN settlement plan for the country. 


The agreement at Mount Etjo was observed by the 
United States, the Soviet Union and the UN. 


Assembly points for SWAPO guerrillas inside Namibia 
are at: Perette (near Oshivelo), Nkongo, Eenhana, 
Okankolo, Ondangwa, Ombalantu, Ruacana, Opuwa, 
Ehomba and Okangwati. 


Border assembly points are to be set up at Epupa, Swart- 
booisdrif and Beacons |, 7, 14, 19, 25 and 34. 


SWAPO Official on Agreement 
MB1004 160889 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 10 Apr 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Angola, South Africa and Cuba reached an agree- 
ment at the weekend which, it is hoped, will end the 
fighting in northern Namibia and save the country’s 
independence process. Called the Mount Etjo Declara- 
tion, they decided to give SWAPO rebels a chance to 
withdraw from northern Namibia back across the border 
into Angola. The declaration said they are working on a 
time scale. within which UNTAG [United Nations Tran- 
sition Assistance Group] forces will arrange safe passage 
for o the guerrillas at various assembly points where they 
are to hand over their weapons before being escorted out 
of the country under UN supervision. 


So, what is SWAPO’ response to all this line. On the line 
to Luanda, Julian Marshall asked SWAPO's information 
secretary, Hidipo Hamutenya, whether they had com- 
municated the terms of the agreement to their fighters in 
northern Namibia: 


[Begin recording] [Hamutenya] No, we have not. 


Marshall) So, in that case, you must be quite pessimistic 
about them taking advantage of it? 


[Hamutenya] We have not been able to communicate with 
them because we do not know what the agreement is. We 
are confused about what was agreed at the meeting held at 
Mount Etjo in Windhoek. We read the document that 
came from there and it is full of confusion, we are still not 
sure what is which For instance, the document which we 
were able to ob! m UNTAG people here in Luanda 
says that the ca reement comes into effect as of the 
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signing of the declaration of Mount Etjo. That was yester- 
day, on 9 April. Then, somewhere else in the document it 
says the cease-fire will come into effect on 11 April, which 
is tomorrow, Tuesday. Another point says that assembly 
points have been identified, but in another section it says 
people should report to the churches, our fighters. So, we 
don’t know which is which, and we are in a difficult 
position to issue directives when we do not know what is 
actually to be donz. 


[Marshall] Who are you expecting to hear from, Mr 
Hamutenya? 


{[Hamutenya] From UNTAG. 


[Marshall] But you have UNTAG people in Luanda, you 
Say. 


{[Hamutenya] They (?sound) confused like us; they do 
not understand the messages coming to them from 
Windhoek. 


{Marshall} But, I understood it that your president, Sam 
Nujoma, had in fact ordered SWAPO guerrillas inside 
Namibia to stop fighting and pull back to Angola within 
72 hours? 


{Hamutenya] If the other thought, it assumed in that 
context, it proposed an immediate cease-fire, it assumed 
that nobody [words indistinct]. 


[Marshall] Why did SWAPO not have a representative at 
the weekend meeting? Would that not have helped? 


{Hamutenya] We had offered to be there, but we were 
told that this is (?for) sovereign states and they [words 
indistinct] part of the problem because things are done 
by sovereign states [words indistinct] to each other. 


[Marshall] You sound, Mr Hamutenya, as if you are 
getting rather frustrated by the whole business? 


[Hamutenya] Not quite. Well, we want the whole crisis 
to end so that we can proceed with the implementation 
of 435. [end recording] 


Activities of RSA’s Pik Botha in Windhoek 
MB0704172189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1717 GMT 7 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek April 7 SAPA— At least one group of 
SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organization] 
infiltrators from Angola was heading for farming dis- 
tricts south of Ovambo in northern Namibia, the South 
African foreign affairs minister, Mr Pik Botha, said in 
Windhoek tonight. 


The commissioner of the SWA Police, Lt-Gen Dolf 
Gouws, had made it clear in meetings today that unless 
he was given minimum additional assistance by the 
military, the police could not safeguard the lives of 
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farmers in the threatened areas or stem “the growing 
incursions” of SWAPO insurgents from Angola, Mr 
Botha told a media conference. 


In meetings with the United Nations special representa- 
tive, Mr Martti Ahtisaari, and the UNTAG [United 
Nations Transition Assistance Group] force com- 
mander, Lt-Gen Dewan Prem Chand, it was spelt out 
that some of the police elements in northern Namibia- 
nihad been operational for more than a week and were in 
urgent need of relief. 


The administrator-general, Mr Louis Pienaar, gave per- 
mission to release the required “minimum assistance” 
by the military to the police. In terms of UN Security 
Council Resolution 435 (1978) concerning Namibian 
independence, Mr Pienaar is the recognized administra- 
tive and legal authority in the country. 


Mr Botha said he had written to the UN secretary 
general, Dr Javier Perez de Cuellar, informing him today 
of the latest situation in Namibia. He hoped Dr Perez 
would receive the letter “before the Security Council 
meeting today.” 


At least 259 SWAPO insurgents and 28 security forces 
members had died in the clashes that erupted on April |, 
the first day of Namibia's transition to independence 
under UN supervision. 


Mr Botha and the minister of defence, Gen Magnus 
Malan, arrived in Windhoek today for talks at a secret 
venue tomorrow with the Anglan and Cuban partners of 
the joint commission. The commission has been estab- 
lished to observe a regional peace accord that includes 
Namibia independence and the repatriation of Cuban 
troops in Angola. 


The meeting of the joint commission is to be attended by 
Soviet and United States officials as observers at the 
deliberations in Namibia. 


“I have written to the secretary-general that we (in the 
joint commission) will do our best to see whether we can 
come to an agreement on practical steps to be taken to 
stop the unnecessary and senseless killings started exclu- 
sively by SWAPO,” Mr Botha said. 


South Africa remained committed to UN Resolution 
435 “but let us not fool ourselves, since April | there has 
been a de facto suspension of the implementation of the 
resolution.” 


Mr Botha said his government wanted the full military 
complement of UNTAG to be deployed as soon as 
possible, but the UN had to guard against raising false 
expectations that the arrival of the blue berets would 
stem SWAPO’s ongoing incursions under arms. 
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“The military component of UNTAG, irrespective of 
their numbers, will not be able to stop the infiltration,” 
Mr Botha said. 


He emphasized the root cause of the conflagration was 
the presence of SWAPO forces south of the 16th parallel 
in Angola. ““No responsible government denies this.” 


It was clear to South Africa that “SWAPO personnel in 
southern Angola have been misled by their commanders 
and the leadership.” 


There was evidence that “SWAPO commanders are in 
daily radio contact with staff headquarters in Angola” 
and SWAPO fighters in the field. 


“SWAPO needs only to make a radio broadcast to stop 
the incursions, and the blood-letting will come to an 
end,” Mr Botha said. 


Cites Resolution 435 Suspension 
MB0704 182189 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 7 Apr 89 


[Excerpts] There has been a de facto suspension of the 
UN settlement plan for South-West Africa/Namibia as a 
result of the infiltration of SWAPO members from 
Angola. The de facto suspension was announced at a 
news conference in Windhoek by the foreign affairs 
minister, Pik Botha. Administrator General Louis Pie- 
naar also made the announcement after talks with Mr 
Ahtisaari and General Prem Chand. [passage omitted] 


Minister Pik Botha told more than 200 international 
media members that he hoped the letter in which the 
information is contained has reached the secretary gen- 
eral before the meeting of the Security Council in New 
York. Mr Botha assured the secretary general that South 
Africa will restrain itself. Earlier today he held a news 
conference in Windhoek. He spoke about the latest 
developments in the territory. 


{Begin Botha video recording in English] | mentioned in 
my letter to the secretary general of the United Nations 
that we, on our part—that means the three govern- 
ments—will do our best to see whether we can go to an 
agreement on practical steps to be taken to try and end 
this unnecessary and senseless killing of people started 
exclusively by SWAPO [South-West African People’s 
Organization]. I don’t think there can be any doubt 
about that statement on my part. I also mentioned in my 
letter to the secretary general that he can assure the 
president of the Security Council that South Africa will 
scrupulously endeavor and throughout exercise the max- 
imum restraint, and so will the police. 


I mentioned that the South African Government 
remains committed to the implementation of Resolution 
435, but let us not beat about the bush. Since | April, 
there has been a de facto suspension of the resolution. 
The resolution has never been fully implemented. I am 
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glad that General Prem Chand told me today that he can 
testify that from | April, South Africa fully complied 
with its commitment. UNTAG [United Nations Transi- 
tion Assistance Group] has never been put in a position 
to fulfill its task. This is not the fault of Mr Ahtisaari or 
Dr de Cuellar or Gen Prem Chand. It is a pity that in 
certain quarters they are being accused. They simply 
cannot implement Resolution 435 for the simple reason 
that they had not been supplied with the men and the 
machines to do so. It is as simple as this, and I think that 
all of you here in Windhoek at least can testify to that 
simple fact. 


Of course, the South African Government would wish the 
full complement of the military component of UNTAG to 
arrive here as soon as possible. We consider it very 
necessary. I have made several appeals to that effect, but as 
I indicated in my letter to the secretary general, we must be 
careful not to create new expectations that the arrival of 
UNTAG in its:lf will stem the tide of incursions under- 
taken by SWAPO. They are necessary, yes, and I appeal to 
them to do so quickly, to come. But having spoken to Gen 
Prem Chand and Mr Ahtisaari, I have reason to believe 
that the military component of UNTAG would not be in a 
position, irrespective of the numbers that come, to stop 
this gross violation of Resolution 435 and the subsequent 
agreement. The root cause is that SWAPO were in large 
numbers south of the 16th parallel on 1 April. [End 
recording} 


Clarifies Remarks on 435 
MB0704204889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2046 GMT 7 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek April 7 SAPA—The foreign affairs 
minister, Pik Botha, has been reported by certain media 
as having said that South Africa had “de facto” sus- 
pended the implementation of Resolution 435. 


In a statement released by the minister in Windhoek this 
evening, Mr Botha in fact said that by | April 1989 
South Africa had strictly complied with its obligations, 
whereas SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organi- 
zation} had violated its obligations in respect of the 
settlement plan. 


At the same time UNTAG [United Nations Transition 
Assistance Group], by its own admission was not in a 
position to comply with its mandate and could therefore 
not fully implement the resolution 435, the statement 
said. 


This, said Mr Botha, had led to a situation which had the 
effect of a de facto suspension of the Resolution 435. 


“It was this factual state of affairs, arriving from 
SWAPO violations of the accord, and was not in any way 
a unilateral juridical act by SA. 
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““South Africa remains committed to the Resolution 435, 
for as long as the conduct of other parties make it 
possible to do so,”” Mr Botha said. 


Discusses Security Council Meeting 
MB0804053089 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0505 GMT 8 Apr 89 


[Telephone interview with RSA Foreign Minister Pik 
Botha from Mount Etjo game lodge north of Windhoek 
by announcer David Hall-Green in Johannesburg: from 
the “Good Morning South Africa” program—live] 


[Text] [Hall-Green] Good morning, foreign minister. 
[Botha] Good morning. 


{Hall-Green] Sir, can you give us an update as to what is 
actually happening at the moment and what you see as 
going to happen today? 


[Botha] Yes. We have been woken up early this morning, 
first by the lions, and now by our ambassador in New 
York, and he has given a full report to me. According to 
him, the Security Council meeting, or rather, consulta- 
tions, went reasonably well from our point of view. They 
decided nothing, I believe, that could damage South 
Africa’s basic position. They expressed concern at the 
continuing situation without naming the culprit, but that 
is another matter. In any event, they have again called 
for the full implementation of all the various agreements 
which suit South Africa. That is exactly our point of 
view. For the rest, we are now awaiting the representa- 
tives of the United States, Soviet Union, Angola, and of 
course, Cuba. We will have to endeavor today, first of all, 
to establish consensus as to the exact interpretation and 
effect of the various agreements we concluded, then 
endeavor to see what practical steps we could agree on or 
recommend to the Security Council to end this unneces- 
sary killing of people. 


{Hall-Green] Sir, what about the noon today deadline, 
which was given by the administrator general of the 
territory to SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organi- 
zation] , to lay down their arms and hand themselves over? 


[Botha] Well, as far as I am concerned, that was merely a 
good will, an action of goodwill, at most, you know—a step 
or an announcement to prompt them a bit, to hurry them 
up. But, naturally, | mean, our efforts must continue 
beyond today. So, I don’t think that one must read too 
much in that. It was not meant as an ultimatum, you know: 
either today or never. No, not at all in that sense. 


[Hall-Green] Because you were asked, I believe yester- 
day, by certain members of the media about your ulti- 
matum, quote, and you had said that you had given no 
ultimatum to anybody. 
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[Botha] That's quite correct. We don’t believe in time- 
tables and ultimatums. We believe that we must take 
practical steps to get SWAPO north of the | 6th parallel. 


{Hall-Green] So the maintenance of good will is obvi- 
ously very important at this stage. 


[Botha] Absolutely. And I think we succeeded yesterday. 
The fact that we acknowledged our commitment to the 
full implementation of the resolution—I believe that was 
an important factor when the consultations took place in 
New York among the members of the Security Council. 


{Hall-Green] Sir, our thoughts are with you today, and I 
am sure the whole nation and much of the world will 
have its attention focussed on Mount Etjo in South-West 
today and your deliberations. We wish you well, sir. 


[Botha] Thank you so much. I will convey your very 
good wishes to my colleagues. 


{Hall-Green] Thank you, sir. Goodbye. 


ejects UN Proposal 
MB0804 18388 | ahannesburg SAPA in English 
1833 GMT 8 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek April 8 SAPA—South Africa was pre- 
pared to consider a re-negotiation of the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 435 (1978) concerning 
Namibian independence, the minister of foreign affairs, 
Mr Pik Botha, said today. 


But in a letter to the UN secretary-general, Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, Mr Botha said it had come “as a personal 
shock” to learn Dr Perez had proposed that SWAPO 
insurgents should have the choice to remain unarmed 
inside Namibia, or to return to north of the 16th Parallel 
inside Angola. 


“The effect of your proposal, and more so of the 

(African) Frontline States to which you refer, would be 

that SWAPO had completely succeeded in its objective 

- projecting itself as an intimidatory force,” Mr Botha 
id. 


It amounted to a violation of the Geneva Protocol, the 
trilateral agreement between South Africa, Cuba and 
Angola of last December, the cease-fire in Namibia, as 
well as the UN Security Council’s Resolution endorsing 
Dr Perez’s report of January laying out the UN operation 
in Namibia. 


Mr Botha said Dr Perez’s proposal would amount to a 
“unilateral amendment” of international accords to 
establish peace in South-Western Africa. 


Mr Botha wrote the letter from Mount Etjo, a pictur- 
esque privately-owned game and safari lodge deep in the 
Namibian bush where delegates from Angola, Cuba and 
South Africa began meeting today in a joint commission. 
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The South Africans are led by Mr Botha and the defence 
minister, Magnus Malan. At the head of the Cuban 
delegation is the secretary to the country’s Communist 
Party's Central Committee, Carlos Aldana, while Angola 
is represented by its chief of the armed forces, Lt-Gen 
Antonio dos Santos Franca. 


Attending the talks as observers are the United States 
expert on Africa, Dr Chester Crocker, and the Soviet 
Union's deputy foreign affairs minister, Anatoliy Ada- 
mishin. 


The joint commission was established to observe the 
regional peace accord agreed to by Angola, Cuba and 
South Africa and to deal with disputes. The deliberations 
began at 2.30pm today and continued into the evening. 
No solid details of the meeting are expected to emerge 
before tomorrow. In his letter to the UN, Mr Botha said 
if Dr Perez and the Security Council were now of the 
opinion that there was a need “to renegotiate UNSCR 
435, as well as all the other agreements, my government 
is in principle prepared to consider such a proposal. 


“To avoid any misunderstandings, my government is 
not proposing the revision of any agreement. 


“What I wish to convey is that your proposals amount to 
a proposal for revision,” Mr Botha said. “The president 
of the Security Council made an appeal on April 3, 1989, 
to all parties to scrupulously respect the agreements 
relating to the settlement pian. 


“The South African Government respectfully requests 
you and the Security Council to comply with the presi- 
dent’s injunction,” Mr Botha said. 


Dr Perez made the proposal in a statement at informal 
consultations of the Security Council in New York last 
night. “The mere fact that you thought that the South 
African Government might contemplate such a proposal 
came as a personal shock to me,” Mr Botha said. 


Reacts to SWAPO Decision 
MB0904044789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0053 GMT 9 Apr 89 


[Text] Mount Etjo April 9 SAPA—SWAPO’s [South- 
West African People’s Organization's] decision on 8 
April to stop fighting, regroup and withdraw its troops 
from Namibia to Angola within 72 hours represented the 
eventual realisation that it had “no choice” but to 
comply with their obligations to the territory’s peace 
process, South Africa’s minister of foreign affairs, Mr 
Pik Botha, said tonight. 


“I believe the SWAPO leadership has at last realised that 
they had no choice but to comply with their obligations 
in terms of Resolution 435 and subsequent agreements 
and understandings,” Mr Botha said in a telephonic 
statement to SAPA from Mount Etjo, 250km from 
Windhoek. 
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Mr Botha on 8 April represented South Africa at urgent 
talks with Angola and Cuba with observers from the 
United States and the Soviet Union at Mount Etjo to 
discuss the threat to the implementation of Resolution 
435 created by SWAPO’s armed incursion into northern 
Namibia and the subsequent week-long raging battle in 
the area with security forces. 


He said the three member countries of the joint commis- 
sion - set up last year to monitor the ceasefire between 
SWAPO and South Africa—had reaffirmed their com- 
mitment at the talks “to comply fully with all the 
obligations undertaken by them in terms of Resolution 
435 and subsequent understandings and agreements. 
“Discussions are continuing on practical measures to be 
taken to ensure compliance by all the parties of their 
obligations,“ Mr Botha said. 


He said “very good progress” had been made and that 
the representatives of the United States and the Soviet 
Union had made “a positive contribution towards the 


progress achieved.” 


Meets Press After Agreement 
MB1004083489 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0515 GMT 10 Apr 89 


[Text] South Africa, Cuba, and Angola have reached 
agreement to restore peace in South-West Africa/Na- 
mibia following more than a week of fighting in the 
northern part of the territory. After 2 days of talks at Mt 
Etjo, the South African minister of foreign affairs, Mr 
Pik Botha, addressed newsmen: 


[Begin Botha recording] I am glad to say that the 
governments who met at Mt Etjo fully agree with one 
another that we should scrupulously comply with our 
commitments. There is no difference of opinion between 
these three governments as to the obligations of all the 
parties, and the three governments succeeded in agreeing 
to certain principles, as well as the sequence of events or 
practical steps as to how to restore the situation to what 
it should have been had Resolution 435 been imple- 
mented properly, as we all hoped at the time. 


We have distributed the UN documents, and my press 
liaison officer has just now read to you I think the full text 
of it. I myself have very little to add beyond expressing my 
government's appreciation to the Government of Angola, 
as well as Cuba, the United States of America, and the 


Union viet Socialist Republics for their cooperation 
and | rit in which these talks could be held. I now 
hope iy that we will all be able to proceed to 


implement Resolution 435 so that the people of this 
country can at last move to independence under circum- 
stances where they can make a free, fair, and voluntary 
choice as to their constitutional future. This was tempo- 
rarily disturbed. My government sincerely regrets the 
deaths that have occurred. It was not of our making. 
Nevertheless, | hope we are back on track. SWAPO will 
now be removed to north of the 16th parallel where they 
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should have been more than a week ago. There they will be 
confined to base for at least 6 weeks in terms of Resolution 
435, and there they will be monitored by UNTAG [UN 
Transition Assistance Group] 


The governments who met at Mt Etjo have appealed to 
the United Nations to dispatch the remaining units of 
UNTAG as fast as possible so that they can fulfill their 
task which was assigned to them. And the declaration of 
Mr Etjo, as well as the practical steps recommended by 
the various governments who met at Mt Etjo, will now be 
sent to the secretary general of the United Nations. And 
we hope that the Security Council could then, as they 
have done during the past week, have informal discus- 
sions and consultations, and that the president of the 
council will find it possible to come out with a statement 
reflecting a consensus of opinion of the members of the 
Security Council supporting the decisions that we have 
taken today at Mt Etjo. 


Not one of the three governments who concluded the 
trilateral agreements, that means South Africa, Cuba and 
Angola, are guilty of any breach of our obligations, and 
the three governments are of the opinion that as far as we 
are concerned | April was the date on which implemen- 
tation started, all be it theoretically. We are quite pre- 
pared to accept that date as the starting date for purposes 
of various schedules. [end recording] 


Criticizes Nujoma 
MB1004060189 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0500 GMT 10 Apr 89 


[Text] The UN settlement plan for South-West Africa- 
/Namibia could be back on track with the signing of the 
Mount Etjo declaration this weekend by South Africa, 
Angola, and Cuba. After a 2-day session of the reacti- 
vated joint monitoring commission, also attended by 
observers from the United States and the Soviet Union, 
the three nations agreed that SWAPO insurgents would 
have to withdraw to bases north of latitude 16 degrees 
south in Angola. Angola committed itself to receive the 
SWAPO forces and to ensure that they remained at base. 
Foreign Affairs Spokesman Roland Darrell spelled out 
the agreement at a news conference in Windhoek, saying 
that SWAPO would have to notify its troops: 


[Begin Darrell video recording] At the border assembly 
points which appear in the annex to this document, joint 
border control posts manned by forces of the Peoples 
Republic of Angola and the RSA, that’s Angola and 
South Africa, will be established with the presence of 
UNTAG [UN Transition Assistance Group] to guaran- 
tee the control of the crossing of SWAPO forces. 
SWAPO members will present themselves at the assem- 
bly points south of the border, and shall be transferred by 
air to north of latitude 16 degrees by UNTAG or by 
Angoia under the supervision of UNTAG. The adminis- 
trator general and the special representative should be 
notified of the number of SWAPO forces which returned 
to the bases north of latitude 16 from the territory of 
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Namibia. By 15 April 1989 official representatives 
would be informed by SWAPO about the conclusion of 
the removal of its forces from the territory of Namibia, 
and then the end of this process will be based on the two 
essential points: first, the information provided by 
SWAPO to the special representative upon the conclu- 
sion of the removal of its forces from. Namibian terri- 
tory, then joint verification by the administrator general 
and the special representative, of the exit of all SWAPO 
forces from Namibian territory. [end recording] 


At the same news conference, Foreign Minister Botha 
said that he hoped that the agreements reached at Mount 
Etjo would clear the way for Resolution 435 to get back 
on track. Mr Botha emphasized the main aim of the 


latest agreement: 


[Begin Botha video recording] SWAPO must withdraw. 
Their own leaders said that they've got to withdraw. If 
you cut all the nonsense of the propaganda out, there are 
one or two sentences telling his followers: You better 
come back, we have made a mistake. Then our leaders 
will help them to get back safely. We want to save human 
lives, and that’s what the three governments did, they 
tned to work out a practical plan, not loaded with [word 
indistinct] purposes of propaganda, and Mr Ahtisaari 
and the administrator general will fall in line now and do 
their best to use our plan and supplement with such 
practical steps as they may deem necessary. The purpose 
is to get SWAPO north of the 16th degree parallel in 
Angola, so that Resolution 435 can properly be imple- 
mented, and the South African forces as well as the 
South-West Africa police have agreed, and, I believe, 
instructions have already been issued by now as to how 
to handle the situation, to see to it that SWAPO can 
move to assembly points safely and to work towards a 
situation where this needless and senseless killing of 
human beings can end. [end recording} 


Mr Botha criticized SWAPO leader Sam Nujoma for his 
handling of the situation and for the apparent inconsis- 
tence in his statements: 


[Begin Botha video recording) He was brought to his 
senses at last. He was brought to his senses, and I mean 
it. He said that they did not cross, then when the 
evidence became so overwhelming, he dropped that. 
Then he tried to say that they were all there and had 
bases before | April; Then, when he discovered that 
people found that statement ridiculous, he dropped that 
too. Then he started to say that SWAPO and the security 
people were just shooting innocent people; and then 
when their new uniforms, their weapons, their arms, 
their RPG 7’s, their heavy artillery pieces were shown to 
the press, then he dropped that one. Then he tried to say 
that these he,oic fighters will remain there forever, but 
then, I think, he started to discover that just about 
nowhere in the world was a single government or leader 
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supporting his theses. So that was, I suppose, last night, 
when he decided he better call it a day, get [word 
indistinct] and start helping to save the lives of his own 
people. [end recording] 


Police spokesman, Chief Inspector Derrick Brune has 
told our political staff that SWAPO insurgents will be 
permitted to surrender. However, he emphasized that 
any resistance would be met with appropriate action. 
Inspector Brune said that police in the territory would 
work in close cooperation with UNTAG forces which 
were expected to arrive later this week. Meanwhile the 
situation in the north of the territory is reported to be 
calm. There have been no reports of fighting. 


Inspector Details Location of Fighting 7 Apr 
MB0704111889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1115 GMT 7 Apr 89 


[By Guy Rogers] 


[Text] Oshakati, Namibia April 7, SAaPA—Regular con- 
tacts between South African forces and SWAPO guerril- 
las are taking place south of the main road which 
stretches from Oshavelo to the Angolan border. 


And at a conference at Oshakati this morning, Inspector 
Derek Brune, reported three insurgents killed 10km 
south of Okankoco—70km inside the border and only 
45km north of the “red” line which has traditionally 
separated peaceful Namibia from the strife in Ovambo. 


The death toll rose this morning to 259 SWAPO dead 
and 23 security forces killed. The inspector said 78 
security fighters had been injured and eight SWAPO 
captured. 


The inspector detailed five contacts south of the main 
road, in which 10 guerrillas were killed. Tracks of some 
16 guerrillas were spotted Ikm south of Oshakati, and 
gunships were requested to assist. 


Contacts were reported at three places in west Ovambo, 
all of them south of the main road—at Okandjdra, near 
Ombalantu and east of Tsandi. Security forces also 
battled guerrillas during several contacts near Swart- 
booi’s drift, in the north-west. 


The inspector said intelligence had been received of 
tanks stationed to the north of Oshikango. A number of 
white people had been seen among the tanks. 


“When one talks about white persons among weaponry 
like that, one is usually talking about Russians or white 
Cubans,” the inspector said. 


He quoted a source report that the local population had 
received messages on April 4 and 5 “that SWAPO will not 
stop the war—we will shoot until everything is finished.” 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Jaapie Dreyer, senioy staff intelli- 
gence, explained how four Impala jets had been activated 
after a SWAPO ambush, 25km south-west of Eenhana. 


“One Ratel was shot out and in this ensuing battle, the 
security forces requested close air support so as to minim- 
ise security forces losses. 


“Four Impalas were scrambled and the trenches in which 
the insuurgents were deployed were detected and only 
two of the Impalas delivered their weapons. 


“As a result, up until last night, 17 insurgents had been 
counted dead,” the colonel said. 


Inspector Brune’s report added: “A group of 50 SWAPO 
terrorists .... 1Okm north of Oshikango ... say they are the 
last to infiltrate. They are heavily armed, including 
mortars. They say if they do not win the war, the Cubans 
are immediately behind them.” 


Cites ‘Kill-Before-Capture’ Policy 
MB0704 124889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1224 GMT 7 Apr 89 


[Text] Oshakati April 7 SAPA—The task of the South- 
West African Police [SWAPOL] was not to carry out a 
war but to apprehend the enemy, Chief Inspector Derek 
Brune said at a press conference at Oshakati today. 


SWAPOL has killed, with only slight aid from army 
forces, 259 SWAPO guerrillas since fighting started in 
Ovambo a week ago. Eight SWAPO have been taken 
prisoner to date. 


“It is only in very isolated incidents that one (guerrilla) 
will actually give up and stand still,” the inspector said in 
explanation. 


“It is their policy to carry their wounded back with them 
and after a contact they usually disperse into smaller 
groups and escape from the area.” 


With regard to SWAPOL'’s contact policy, the inspector 
said: “The police force is not there as an army to carry 
out a war, we are there to apprehend.” 


“In other words our first interest, unless we are attacked, 
is to arrest these people.” 


The inspector said the police had not, however, met with 
a similar attitude from SWAPO. “They have throughout 
attacked immediately when they have seen any of our 
units,” he said. 


“No member of SWAPO has ever attempted to give 
himself up.” 
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Inspector Brune saica the police had not been given 
specific instructions from the administrator-general, Mr 
Louis Pienaar, with regard to what their policy would be 
after the deadline tomorrow—by which time SWAPO is 
to have laid down its arms. 


Asked if police policy might then change to one of 
kill-before-capture, he said: “I assume this would be the 


Pienaar Announces of Elections 
MB0704171689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1728 GMT 7 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek April 7 SAPA—Contemplated elec- 
tions in terms of United Nations Resolution 435 and the 
implementation of the resolution was being suspended, 
the administrator-general, Mr Louis Pienaar, said in 
Windhoek tonight. 


“Asa result of the continuing incursions from Angola by 
heavily armed members of PLAN [South-West African 
People’s Organizations’s military wing], it has become 
impossible to contemplate such elections under the pre- 
vailing circumstances,” Mr Pienaar said in a statement. 


“One is therefore faced with a de facto suspension of the 
application of that resolution.” 


Mr Pienaar said he and the UN special representative, 
Mr Martti Ahtisaari, would begin discussions on the 
practical issues on Wednesday of this week. 


“Under the circumstances, these negotiations have been 
postponed.” 


Mr Pienaar said there were reports that the SWAPO 
{South-West African People’s Organization] armed 
incursion threatened the safety of people living in the 
traditionally-white farming districts of Outjo, Tsumeb 
and Grootfontein. 


For that reason it had been decided to reactivate the area 
force units (Citizen Force) of the SWA Territory Force in 
those districts. 


“These units can be described as part-time local militia 
tasked to protect the local population,” Mr Pienaar said. 


Mr Ahtisaari had been informed of the decision, he 
added. 


Assesses Resolution 435 Status 
MB0704190989 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 7 Apr 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 
[Text] It looks as if the peace process in Namibia is in yet 


more trouble after 7 days of fighting in the north. Last 
night the Frontline States and the United Nations held 
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meeting in Angola, at which it was sug- 
pate that there should an immediate cease-fire, and 
that SWAPO troops inside Namibia should be disarmed 
and confined to bases by the UN. 


This evening the South African foreign minister, and the 
South Africa-appointed administrator general of Nami- 
bia, rejected those proposals. They have insisted that 
SWAPO troops must lezve the country and go back to 
Angola. 


The administrator general, Louis Pienaar, who is sup- 
posed to be jointly running the territory with the UN 
representative, Martti Ahtisaari, said that in his view it 
was impossible to contemplate free and fair elections in 
Namibia in the current circumstances. He announced 
that he was planning to reactivate militias in northern 
Namibia, which had been disbanded as a part of the 


peace agreement. 


A few minutes ago, Robin White spoke to Mr Pienaar at 
his office in Windhoek, and put it to him that he was 
basically announcing the end of the whole peace plan: 


[Begin recording] [Pienaar] To say that I have said that the 
whole process has come to a standstill is totally incorrect. I 
was careful to say that the reactivation of certain militia 
units to protect the inhabitants of certain northern magis- 
terial districts, should not be regarded as a deviation from 
Resolution 435. But what I did say is that we need now the 
protection of these people because these militia units have 
been demobilized and been restricted to base, and their 
arms have been taken away, in view of free and fair 
elections. And there is no possibility now under the prevail- 
ing circumstances of contemplating free and fair elections. 
We first have to redress the situation and, therefore, it has 
become necessary to reactivate these militia units to protect 
home and hearth in an area which is now being threatened 
by these incursions. It is my opinion that once the situation 
is redressed and once the SWAPC has been returned or has 
returned, has been obliged to return to their bases north of 
the 16th Parallei, we can return to the question of the 


practicalities of implementing the election process. 


[White] So, Mr Pienaar, exactly what are you proposing 
should happen now in the “orth in terms of South 
African troops and (?so on). What exactly are you 
proposing? 


[Pienaar] We are continuing to protect che local popula- 
tion against these incursions. We are deploying our 
police. The police are being supported by certain units of 
the South African forces, to a limited extent, and the 
militia that I am referring to will be active only in 
districts which are now threatened, and they will only be 
ac; ive in the protection of the local population in those 
'stricts. 


[White] What militia is this you are talking about? Is this 
Koevoet [rowbar]? 
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[Pienaar] No, it is not. Koevoet does not exist. Koevoet 
has been disbanded. They have been integrated as indi- 
vidual constables in the police. No, we are talking now of 
what I call part-time civilian militia, which is called up 
for what you would term home guard duties. 


[White] And how many of these are you proposing 


{Pienaar, interrupting] | suggest that there would be 
about 250 men in each of the three districts that I have 
called up. So that would give me a total of about 750 
men. 


[White] You proposed this to the United Nations, have 
you? 


[Pienaar] I informed the United Nations representative. 


[White] Have you told them you are going to do this 
regardless whether he agrees or not? 


[Pienaar] I have told him that I am going to do this. 
[White] And what does he say? 

[Pienaar] He was not in the position to say aye or nay. 
[White] But did he say he disapproved of the idea? 


[Pienaar] That you should rather ask him, but | have 
made this decision because the responsibility in terms of 
Resolution 435 rests with the administrator-general to 
maintain law and order, and it is terms of that authority 
that I have taken this decision. 


[White] Now is there any longer any collaboration 
between you and the UN, or are you now poles apart? 


[Pienaar] Oh yes, we have had long negotiations today, 
and earlier on in this week, but there are... [changes 
thoughi] All collaboration is now directed to finding a 
solution to the redressing of the present situation. 


[White] Now as I understand it, the United Nations and 
the Frontline States are proposing that SWAPO guerril- 
las, those in the country, should stay there and should be 
disarmed and... 


[Pienaar, interrupting] That would be totally unaccept- 
able to myself or South Africa because that would put 
SWAPO, as a political party in the elections, in an 
advantageous position vis-a-vis the other political par- 
ties, and would not make for free and fair elections. 


[White] But wouldn't it be a way out ... 


[Pienaar interrupting] We have an international accord, 
an international agreement, and to allow that would be 
the breaking of such agreements and we would not be 
party to that. 
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[White] But wouldn't it be a way out of the current 
deadlock? 


[Pienaar] I am afraid that that is not a way out because 
it is not going to lead to free and fair elections in this 
country. 


[White] But we are not even talking about elections now, 
we are talking about stopping the killing. 


[Pienaar] Well, then you ask for... [changes thought] 
Then first ask for the suspension of Resolution 435 and 
we can talk of these. If you are talking of the mainte- 
nance of SWAPO camps with a view to holding elections 
in this country, within Namibia, then I am afraid we are 
not on the same wavelength. 


[White] But wouldn't it be a temporary solution, to stop 
people dying? 


[Pienaar] As a temporary solution, yes, but then we have 
to be sure that we have guarantees that the international 
community will ensure that these people will return to 
bases above the 16th parallel. I am afraid I am not going 
to hold the line longer. Thank you. Good afternoon. 


Official Says SWAPO Plans Full-Scale Attack 
MB0704 190089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1849 GMT 7 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek April 7 SAPA—SWAPO intends 
launching a full scale attack in northern Namibia to force 
the international community to accept SWAPO bases 
inside the country, a SWA Territory Force spokesman 
said in Windhoek tonight. 


At a press briefing, Colonel Herman du Plessis said 350 
insurgents had crossed ihe border in the past 36 hours 
and the most immediate threat was by 100 SWAPO 
guerrillas making their way through eastern Ovambo to 
= white farming areas of Outjo, Tsumeb and Groot- 
ontein. 


He said between | 800 and 1,900 insurgents had crossed 
the Angolan border since April |, and intelligence 
reports indicated a further 1,300 were poised north of 
the border in southern Angola. 


Earlier the administrator-general, Mr Louis Pienaar, 
announced that Citizen Force units had been reactivated 
in the Outjo, Tsumeb and Grootfontein areas to counter- 
act the threat posed by the insurgents who would, Col du 
Plessis said, be about half a day's march from the area. 


A spokesman for the office of the administrator-general, 
Mr Gerhard Roux, announced a curfew (from sun up till 
sun set) was being reintroduced in Ovambo. Also every- 
one travelling on main routes in Ovambo from the 
Oshivelo Gate northwards was advised to use armed 
convoys the security forces would be providing. 
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Col du Plessis reported insurgents had penetrated about 
30km into northern Namibia in places, but could even 
be as far as 100km south of the Angolan border. 


Spokes»: 2 Reports Casualty Figures 8 Apr 
MB0804094489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0940 GMT 8 Apr 89 


[By Mark van der Velden] 


[Text] Oshakati April 8 SAPA—There was still “no 
indication whatsoever” from SWAPO this morning that 
its guerrillas, who have been involved in heavy clashes 
with security forces in northern Namibia for the past 
week, were going to take up today’s noon deadline to lay 
down their weapons and surrender or retreat peacefully 
back into Angola. 


Al a press conference in Oshakati today, SWA Police 
inspector, Derek Brune, said the SWAPO death toll since 
1 April had increased overnight to a total of 262, with the 
number of prisoners taken still standing at eight. 


Security force losses now totalled 27, of which 22 were 
South-West African Police (SWAPOL) members and 
five were members of the SA Defence Force or SWA 
Territorial Forces. 


Only two contacts in which SWAPO fighters were killed 
were reported today by SWAPOL for the past 24 hours, 
but a large number of insurgents in smaller and bigger 
groups of up to 100, were being pursued at the moment 
and more contacts were expected. 


Four insurgents were killed yesterday in a firefight south 
of Ombalantu, to the west of the main military base of 
Oshakati here and another SWAPO fighter was killed in 
a contact to the south of Eenhana, to the east of this base. 


The body of another insurgent killed in a clash on 6 April, 
was also found in dense bush near Eenhana yesterday. 


Security forces were attacking small groups of two or 
three insurgents over a wide front in central Ovambo- 
land but intelligence reports today indicated 100 
SWAPO fighters wzre moving southwards in the Nkongo 
area to the east and about SOkm from the border. 


At Ruacana to the west, 23 fresh seis of tracks had been 
found and the group were being pursued. 


Inspector Brune said there was no indication SWAPO 
would adhere to the noon deadline laid down two days 
ago in Windhoek by the territory's South African admin- 
istrator general, Mr Louis Pienaar. 


Mr Pienaar said that if SWAPO fighters did not lay down 
their arms and surrender or retreat northwards to Angola 
where they would not be “aggressively followed”, every 
available resource of the security forces would be used to 
eliminate the insurgency. 
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Armed convoys to escort civilian traffic between Oshi- 
velo nearly 200km away to the south east and as far as 
Ruacana to the west, were reinstituted yesterday. Also 
reintroduced was the sunset to sunrise curfew. 


Inspector Brune confirmed that because SWAPO insur- 
gents were threatening to cross the “’red line” tradition- 
ally separating Ovamboland from the rest of the territory 
to the south, to attack white-owned farms, citizen force 
units at Tsumeb, Grootfontein and Outjo had been 
re-armed. This had been done in accordance with an 
agreement with UN representatives. 


It was now estimated that there was a total of 1,900 
insurgents which had infiltrated the territory over the 
last week. 


The task of the security forces was being made increas- 
ingly difficult as the larger groups [words indistinct} the 
border were continuing to break up into small parties 
and scatter over a wide area. 


This was one reason why the number of contacts 
reported over the last day had declined. 


Inspector Brune said there had been well over 40 con- 
tacts involving kills since | April, but there were mar y 
more where no SWAPO fighters had been shot dead and 
where tracks were still being followed. 


Asked how security forces interpreted the temporary 
suspension of Resolution 435, Inspector Brune said: 
“There is a timetable of certain events which must take 
place at fixed dates and we understand these have been 
put back by one week. 


“Therefore 435 has not been suspended, it is just that the 
time period involved has been put back.” 


Police Not To ‘Murder’ Troops 
MB0804 112489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1119 GMT 8 Apr 89 


ext] Oshakati April 8 SAPA—The noon deadline for 
WAPO guerrillas to surrender passed today without 
any sign :aat the fighters had heeded the offer made by 
the adminisirator general, Mr Louis Pienaar, 0., > April. 


In a statement he said that if the enemy laid down its 
arms, by noon on 8 April he would guarantee their 
safety. He also std tracks leading northward would not 
be pursued “aggressively”. 

SWA police spokesman, Chief Inspector Derek Brume, 


said there was no sign that the insurgents were ready to 
surrender or retreat. 


He said the police's policy of “pursue and apprehend” 
remained, however “we are not, repeat not, now (that the 
deadline has passed) going to go all out to murder them.” 
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SWAPO Warning Cited 
MB0904 103689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1047 GMT 9 Apr 89 


{By Mark van der Velden] 


[Text] Oshakati April 9 SAPA—A heavy clash with a 
group of about 100 SWAPO insurgents near the Etale 


Chief Inspector Derek Brune, of the SWA Police [SWA- 
POL], said at Oshakati that the SWAPO death toll in the 
past nine days of fighting had risen by only one to 263, 
when an insurgent was killed last night in a contact near 
Nkongo, in the east. 


Yesterday had been “fairly quiet day” but a large scale 
firefight was expected today in the Etale region and 
further contacts with a group of between 80 and 100 
infiltrators in the Koakoveld to the west was likely today 
after a brief skirmish with them yesterdy. 


Inspector Brune said the group of SWAPO fighters near 
Etale had sent an old man as a messenger to police at 
about 8am [0600 GMT] today. 


The SWAPO message was that they were a large group, 
armed with “three heavy weapons,” and wanted to see 
security force blood spilled today. 


“Naturally, we will be taking up their invitatics,” 
Inspector Brune said. 


SWAPOL forces, backed up the military, were under- 
stood to be preparing themselves to move into the area 
where the SWAPO force had said it was waiting. 


If contact did take place he size of the SWAPO group to 
be confronted meant tha: a firefight wou:4 orobably last 
a number of hours, an. details could «1 de expected 
until late today. 


In the Koakoveld, security forces also backed by the 
army, including the renowned bushmen trackers and 
fighters, were in hot pursuit of another SWAPO group in 
mountainous terrain that suited the security forces and 
put the infiltrators at a disadvantage. 


Asked to comment on reports from Luanda yesterday 
that SWAPO leader, Mr Sam Nujoma, had ordered a 
withdrawal ot his forces from Namibia over the next 72 
hours, Inspector Brune said police and security forces 
action against the heavily armed insurgents was continu- 
ing regardless. 


There had been “no instructi n whatsoever to the 
contrary”, from the administrator-general, Mr Louis 
Pienaar, by this morning, although a change might be 
likely. 
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Inspector Brune said the question of Mr Nujoma’s 
credibility also had to be taken into account. 


“His credibility has taken a bit of a knock lately and we 
are not taking the chance of being caught out a second 
time.” 


He was referring to the unexpected mass infiltration 
throughout central Ovamboland over the past week by 
an estimated 1,900 SWAPO insurgents in direct contra- 
vention of last year’s peace accords as well as the United 
Nations Resolution 435 independence programme for 
Namibia, which started on | April. 


Asked if it was believed that Mr Nujoma’s message 
would get through to SWAPO fighters in the bush, 
Inspector Brune said security forces had by now taken 
about six field radio sets from insurgent groups although 
these were not of a high quality. 


It was however understood that SWAPO fighters were in 
contact with their command controls in Angola and that 
their leader’s message would through to them. 


It was for this reason that a change of instructions from 
security forces command control structures in Windhoek 
was expected quite soon. 


Inspector Brune said another factor which had to be 
taken into account was that SWAPO infiltrators had 
generally only been equipped with rations for seven days, 
and that they were now running out of food. 


“They are also getting tired of being chased around 
nonstop by security forces.” 


The infiltrations also appeared to be “drying up” some- 
what, with no fresh reports of border crossings over the 
past day, although 1: was definitely known large contin- 
gents of SWAPO’s plan fighters were waiting just over 
the line in Angola, north of Oshikango. 


Inspector Brune said feedback from the local popula- 
tions which had expected peace to come to the region at 
the beginning of the month were not co-operating as 
much as in the past with the SWAPO fighters. 


The infiltration and resulting fire fights in which civil- 
ians had undoubtedly been hurt and possibly even killed 
over the past week, had backfired on SWAPO. 


In one incident reported to police yesterday, two 
SWAPO fighters who had tried to get food from a village, 
had been thoroughly beaten up by angry villagers before 
they had managed to escape. 
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Fighting ‘Decreased Considerably’ 9 April 
MB0904070089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0600 GMT 9 Apr 89 


[Text] Latest reports from the operational area in SWA- 
/Namibia indicate that the fighting has decreased con- 
siderably but that security forces are still tracking insur- 
gents from Kaokoland in the west of the territory to 
Okongo in the eastern part. The official death toll is still 
262 insurgents and 27 security force members. 


UN Council Chief Says RSA Committed tc 435 
MB0804 120489 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 8 Apr 89 


[Text] The president of the UN Security Council, Mr 
Aleksandr Belonogov, says he is satisfied that South 
Africa is committed to granting independence to Nami- 
bia. Mr Belonogov, the Soviet ambassador to the UN, is 
this month’s president of the council. He announced the 
conclusion after private consultations among the 15 
council members. They based the statement on a letter 
from the South African minister of foreign affairs, Mr 
Pik Botha. 


Mr Belonogov said that from the contents of Mr Botha’s 
letter, it was quite clear that South Africa declared itself 
committed to the implementation of Resolution 435. 
Western diplomats said the UN secretary general, Dr 
Perez de Cuellar, had briefed them on his efforts to 
restore the cease-fire that was to have begun in Namibia 
on | april, the day the UN’s 1-year plan for supervising 
Namibia’s transition to independence began. 


Most international observers believe that SWAPO 
[South-West African People’s Organization] is trying to 
create a large presence in Namibia, which they had not 
been able to do militarily, so they could argue that they 
should be confined to bases in Namibia. That would give 
SWAPO increased status in relation to other political 
parties in Namibia prior to the elections for a constituent 
assembly. 


Christian Democrat Urges SWAPO Surrender 
MB0604 155589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1550 GMT 6 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek April April 6 SAPA—The leader of the 
Christian Democratic Party in Namibia, Mr Hans Rohr, 
has urged the United Nations special representative, Mr 
Martti Ahtisaari, to ask SWAPO fighters to lay down 
their arms and hand themselves over to UNTAG 
{United Nations Transition Assistance Group]. 


“Their armed presence is now, after the signing of the 
peace plan, clearly illegal,” he said in a statement from 
Tsumeb today. 
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SWAPO’s Nujoma Discusses Troop Presence 
MB0704 184189 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1815 GMT 7 Apr 89 


{Interview in English with SWAPO President Sam 
Nujoma by reporter Rosanne Hendriks; date, place not 
given—recorded] 


[Text] [Hendriks] Why are SWAPO’s [South-West Afri- 
can People’s Organization’s] insurgents not in their bases 
in Angola as specified in the UN settlement plan? 


{[Nujoma] It is not correct. I ask you to go and read 
Resolution 435 and the plan it contains there that, and I 
quote: South African troops and the SWAPO guerrilla 
forces found on the Namibian soil on the D-day, which 
was | April 1989, would be confined to bases and 
monitored by UNTAG [United Nations Transition 
Assistance Group] with their military... [pauses] with 
their weapons. 


{Hendriks} But at a news conference in Windhoek this 
weekend, the UNTAG spokesman was very adamant that 
the plan made no provision for SWAPO bases in Namibia 
or for the monitoring of SWAPO insurgents in Namibia by 
UNTAG. 


[Nujoma] But definitely it is there. Just try to read it out. 
Tell him to read it again. Go and read it. The plan is there. 


[Hendriks] In the Geneva Protocol, signed between 
South Africa, Cuba and Angola, it is specified that 
SWAPO insurgents have to withdraw to north of the 
16th parallel. Why are your men still in Ovambo? 


[Nujoma] Well, the SWAPO combatants who are in 
Namibia or who were in Namibia, on the Namibian soil 
on | April, are those who had been fighting for the last 23 
years inside Namibia. Are you trying to tell me that 
SWAPO combatants were not fighting inside Namibia? 
Of course, they had been fighting. So, those are the ones. 
Those who are in Angola or Zambia, definitely they will 
be in the hands of the host governments. The Angolan 
Government would definitely give them a place north of 
the 16th parallel. SWAPO has no quarrel about that. 


[Hendriks] There seems to be mounting evidence that 
the SWAPO insurgents came across the border from 
Angola. This is also said to be contained in the secretary 
general’s report to the Security Council. 


[Nujoma] I think, really, the secretary general's report, as 
we all know, the truth has now come out. It was based on 
the report of the South African troops, of the South 
African administrator general, who (?talked) with the 
four UNTAG members at Oshakati Hospital, where he 
interviewed those four, interviewed two sick men who 
were wounded and those are the ones... [pauses] they 
have not been at the fighting, at the actual fighting scene. 
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So, this is propaganda of South Africa and it is unaccept- 
able for SWAPO. SWAPO have not violated the cease- 
fire and I want to make it categorically clear now that 
SWAPO guerrilla forces inside Namibia are ready to be 
confined by UNTAG and monitored by UNTAG, with 
their arms in hand. 


SWAPO Rejects ‘Expulsion’ of Fighters 
EA0804 164589 Addis Ababa Voice of Namibia 
in English 1900 GMT 8 Apr 89 


[Text] Listeners, countrymen, and combatants of the 
People’s Liberation Army of Namibia Plan: You are now 
tuned to the Voice of Namibia’s 30 minute-program 
coming to you from Addis Ababa. In our program 
tonight we bring you a full text of a NAMPA [NAMI- 
BIAN PRESS AGENCY] dispatch on the details of a 
press conference by the SWAPO [South West Africa 
People’s Organization] secretary for defense, Comrade 
Peter Mushihange. And welcoming you to our 30-minute 
transmission is your fellow combatant (Josiem Erapin 
Adekuwak). [revolutionary song]. 


[Adekuwak] SWAPO will not accept racist South Afri- 
ca’s insistence to have SWAPO fighters expelled from 
Namibia to neighboring Angola because it is an attempt 
to humiliate Namibian patriots who made supreme 
sacrifices for their country, SWAPO secretary for 
defense, Comrade Peter Mushihange, declared in the 
Angolan capital recently. He said the insistence by 
UNTAG [United Nations Transition Assisistance 
Group] and South Africa to expel SWAPO combatants 
from their one and only motherland to Angola is con- 
trary to the terms of the UN independence plan for 
Namibia and should therefore be rejected by the inter- 
national community. 


Apartheid South Africa called on SWAPO to pull its 
troops from Namibia to angola and offered a so-called 
safe-conduct guarantee, after fierce fighting broke out 
between SWAPO combatants and South African troops 
on | April, the day the cease-fire agreement between the 
two opposing forces came into force. The SWAPO forces 
have been in Namibia and were regrouping and to hand 
themselves to UNTAG personnel in the territory to be 
confined to bases as stipulated under UN Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 435. They were, however, attacked by the 
South African troops and fighting is still raging on in 
northern namibia up to now. The SWAPO defense chief 
said SWAPO was not going to acce; ‘ any preconditions 
from South Africa. The only solution was for UNTAG to 
effect a cease-fire between the two armies now locked in 
the battle. [revolutionary song] 


The SWAPO secretary for defense, Comrade Peter 
Mushihange, told to the press that for the last 3 days 
SWAPO has been calling on the UN to find ways and 
means of putting an immediate end to the fighting, 
adding that it also remained his movement's earnest 
desire to see an immediate end to the bloodshed in 
northern Namibia. He said that SWAPO has proposed to 
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UNTAG to issue a cease-fire order, a specific hour at 
which fighting should stop and thereby permitting com- 
manders of contending armies to issue immediate 
instructions to their troops to stop fighting and to remain 
where they are and wait the next order of confinement. 


Comrade Musnihange, however, said that since it was 
the UN secretary-general’s special representative in 
Namibia who requested the use of South African troops, 
it is incumbent upon him to request his South African 
allies to order their troops to stop fighting. On its part, 
SWAPO is prepared to use all communications channels 
available to it to order its soldiers to immediately cease 
fighting, he stressed. 


He said this process can be broadcast by UNTAG, 
SWAPO, and South Africa simultaneously, from both 
Luanda and Windhoek, over and above the other mili- 
tary channels of communications their respective com- 
manders will use to reach their troops. After such orders 
have been issued on both sides, the few UNTAG troops 
that are on the ground in Namibia can proceed to the 
battleground, waving the UN peace flag, and announce 
by loudspeakers that they have come to stop the fighting 
and establish themselves between the warring parties, 
Comrade Mushihange continued. 


He said that SWAPO can guarantee that its fighters will 
not fire on clearlymarked UN vehicles and on UNTAG 
troops wearing UN uniforms and flying the UN peace 
flags. He, however, warned that the UNTAG must not 
allow the South African Army to disguise themselves as 
UN forces in namibia in orcer to entrap and to massacre 
our soldiers. There is no doubt that lives are being lost 
and that all people of concern would want to see an end 
to the bloodshed now taking place in Namibia, Comrade 
Mushihange said. 


He, however, once again categorically refuted South 
African allegations that SWAPO forces crossed the 
Angola-Namibian border, thereby violating the ceasefire 
agreement. We wish to reiterate that our troops inside 
Namibia have been there long before | April and com- 
batants have been operating inside Namibia for more 
than 22 years. And it is the execution of this armed 
liberation struggle which brought about the need for a 
ceasefire in Namibia, he said. 


Plan combatants, said the SWAPO defense secretary, 
were under strict orders to avoid contact with the South 
African troops and to be ready to regroup when the 
ceasefire came into effect and present themselves to 
UNTAG. But, unfortunately, UNTAG denied them this 
opportunity. Instead, UNTAG decided to wipe them 
out. They had, therefore, to fight back in self-defense, 
said Comrade Mushihange. 


Comrade Mushihange also dismissed the South African 
charges that SWAPO troops wanted to establish bases in 
Namibia to intimidate the local population during the 
UN-supervised elections as a false argument because 
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plan combatants would be confined to their bases and 
monitored by UNTAG just like the South African troops 
at Otjivero and Gootfontein. Plan combatants do not 
need to intimidate the population because they have the 
full support of the people of Namibia. 


Only 38 SWAPO fighters have been killed in the current 
flare-up of the war in Namibia since the fighting began on 
Ist April. SWAPO described the South African claim that 
it has killed more than 108 plan fighters as an absolute lie. 
Addressing a press conference in Luanda on Thursday, the 
SWAPO secretary for defense, Comrade Peter Mushihange 
said the exact figure he received as of last night from his 
commanders on the battlefield [words indistinct) 38 killed, 
5 captured, 9 missing, and 51 wounded. 


Comrade Mushihange said he is not in a position to give 
the exact enemy casualties, but, given the intensity of the 
fighting and the tenacity with which plan fighters are 
resisting the onslaught, it is definitely higher than the 20 
they have been claiming since the battles began last 
Saturday. He said it is equally a lie that SWAPO is 
massing more troops and advancing a mechanised bat- 
talion on Namibia as claimed by the South African 
foreign minister, racist Pik Botha. 


He also added that it is utter nonsence and a figment of 
Botha’s imagination that a joint SWAPO-Cuban force is 
gathered 600 meters from the border with Angola. And 
the SWAPO defense chief said these wild claims were the 
usual claims of South Africa when it intends to attack the 
People’s Republic of Angola. The Pretoria regime was 
now trying to find an excuse to abrograte the New York 
peace accords on South-Western Africa, he said. Com- 
rade Mushihange confirmed that the bulk of plans forces 
in Angola are already confined to bases north of the | Sth 
parallel. We can take UNTAG to the bases to verify, said 
the SWAPO defense chief. [revolutionary song]. 


SWAPO Secretary on Conditions for Pullout 
MB0904093689 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0900 GMT 9 Apr 89 


[Text] SWAPO’s information officer, Hidipo Hamu- 
tenya, has said in the Angolan capital, Luanda, that a 
cease-fire must be reached before the withdrawal of 
SWAPO’s forces. He and Mr Pienaar were reacting to the 
announcement by the leader of SWAPO, Sam Nujoma, 
that the insurgents would be ordered to stop fighting, to 
regroup, and withdraw to Angola under escort of 
UNTAG [UN Transition Assistance Group] forces 
within 72 hours. He asked UNTAG to determine 
regrouping points as soon as possible. 


Nujoma ‘Major Reversal’ Follows Angolan Remarks 
MB0904 123589 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 9 Apr 89 


[Excerpts] Reacting to the SWAPO announcement, the 
South African foreign minister, Mr Pik Botha, said at 
Mount Etjo in northern Namibia that the decision to 
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stop fighting represented the eventual realization that 
SWAPO had no choice but to comply with their obliga- 
tions to the territory’s peace process. [passage omitted] 


Observers say that the order to withdraw signalled a 
major reversal by SWAPO, which had been resisting 
South African demands that it pull its forces out of 
Namibia and confine them to bases in Angola north of 
the 16th parallel. Mr Nujoma’s climb down came after 
he was criticized by President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
of Angoia for failing to prevent his forces from crossing 
the Angolan border into Namibia a week ago. SWAPO 
insurgents captured by the Namibian security forces said 
that they had received orders to fight until a victory had 
been achieved. 


Turnhalle Alliance on SWAPO Military Moves 
MB0704113289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1127 GMT 7 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek April 7 SAPA—At a press briefing in 
Windhoek today the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance 
[DTA] voiced “total dismay” at reports of 10 SWAPO 
brigades advancing southwards in Angola. 


DTA vice-chairman, Mr Katuutire Kaura, said he had 
heard of three brigades with Russian T55T tanks poised 
to cross the border into northern Namibia, where ficrce 
fighting has been raging between SWAPO guerrillas and 
combined South-West African Police and Territory force 
units sine | April. 


The DTA and SWAPO are the frontrunners for the 
elections in the United Nations-supervised peace plan 
for an independent Namibia in November. 


The heavy clashes broke out on | April, the day the peace 
initiatives was due to take effect in the country. 


SWAPO, Mr Kaura said, denounced calls for a ceasefire 
and intended setting up a government by military action. 
By doing so it had given South Africa a pretext for 
coming back into Namibia. 


SWAPO’s insistance on bases inside Namibia, DTA 
chairman, Mr Dirk Mudge, stressed was the reason 
United Nations Resolution 435 was not implemented in 
1979 as first planned. 


The DTA had been under the impression the problem 
had been resolved, he said. A DTA proposal to call a 
pre-implementation conference for all parties to discuss 
all outstanding issues was turned down as “not neces- 
sary” by the negotiating parties. [passage omitted 


A former SWAPO vice-president and now DTA vice- 
president, Mr Mishake Muyongo, accused SWAPO of 
misleading its supporters for some time and never really 
explaining what the settlement plan entailed. 
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People, he said, had been told the UN special represen- 
tative, Mr Martti Ahtisaari, would take complete control 
at the start of the peace process and the administrator- 
general, Mr Louis Pienaar, would leave Namibia. 


The United Nations Transition Assistance Group, Mr 
Mudge said in reply to a question on a SWAPO call for 
Mr Ahtisaari to resign, was “doing a bloody good job” 
and “they need our support”’. 


Replying to another question, Mr Mudge stated categor- 
ically the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance would never 
accept any changes to the settlement plan, should these 


be proposed. 


Further Mudge, Kaura Reaction 
MB0704201589 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 7 Apr 89 


{Report on press conference by Democratic Turnhalle 
Alliance officials Dirk Mudge and Katura Kaura by 
SABC correspondent Andre le Roux; in Windhoek; 7 
April; Mudge, Kaura respond in English—recorded] 


[Text] [Le Roux] The DTA [Democratic Turnhalle Alli- 
ance] leaders’ starting point was that they had had 
enough of SWAPO intimidations. 


[Dirk Mudge] We are expected to tow the line while 
South Africa is negotiating, apparently on our behalf. 
Now we want to speak for ourselves. Don’t take the DTA 
for granted. We are people of this country, born in this 
country, and we've been very patient up to now—so 
patient, ladies and gentlemen, that Mr Danie Tjonga- 
rero, belonging to a party fighting a war against this 
country, is being protected by the very police he’s 
fighting against. He lives in Windhoek in a house he got 
from a government agency. He lives in peace, he’s 
earning money, he’s protected, he’s safe, and the same 
applies to Mr Hendrik Witbooi, the same applies to Mr 
Bessinger and all the other leaders. We suggest if they 
want to fight they must join the armed forces and get out 
of the country, and not expect to be protected by the very 
people they are fighting against. | say DTA cannot be 
taken for granted any longer. 


{Le Roux] I asked the chairman of the DTA later to spell 
out precisely what was meant by the threats. 


[Mudge] I directed a friendly warning to SWAPO that 
they should not test the DTA supporters to the limit. | 
know human nature, and although I had never intended 
to approve violence as a solution, and thus far have 
always been against it, | cannot guarantee that emotions 
cannot get out of hand the way things are going now. 
That is why I directed the warning, that SWAPO will 
have to decide if he wants war or peace. 
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[Le Roux] So what you are saying it that your supporters 
can, for example, decide to take the law in their own 
hands in Katatura, and the consequences would not be a 
problem to you? 


[Mudge] Let me tell you this, that I am surprised that it 
has not yet happened. But if you tell me that I think that 
it is not a problem to me—of course, it is a problem to 
me. The last thing in the world that | want is a civil war. 
But that is why it must be prevented, that is why the 
game must be played according to the rules. 


{Le Roux] The DTA has had enough of SWAPO dis- 
torted interpretations of the settlement agreements. 
They are adamant that SWAPO has no bases in South- 
West, or had bases, and that they would not allow this. 


(DTA spokesman Katura Kaura] SWAPO Information 
Secretary Hidipo Hamutenya denounces calls for a 
cease-fire in the implementation of Resolution 435 as a 
means of creating free and fair elections in Namibia. His 
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alternative to the agreed peace plan, is to put into place 
a SWAPO government by military action. The latest 
deployment of PLAN [People’s Liberation Army of 
Namibia] is to achieve the following objectives: they 
want to establish bases in Namibia; they want to revital- 
ize their weak military image: they want to expose 
UNTAG [United Nations Transition Assistance Group] 
incompetence in dealing with the problem: they want to 
cache supplies and plant guerrillas in various locations, 
in northern Namibia to further their plan of (?intimi- 
dation) during the pre-election period. Therefore, ladies 
and gentlemen, the DTA urges the international public 
to help bring relief to the suffering people of Ovambo. 
There is a vast amount of bloodshed which can be 
avoided if SWAPO adheres to the Geneva Protocol. 
SWAPO stated that they entered Namibia by peaceful 
means heavily armed. This is a blatant lie and a delib- 
erate attempt to mislead the world. SWAPO must be 
held responsible for the redeployment of South Africa 
forces in Namibia. 


Students, Security Forces Clash in Porto-Novo 
ABO0704 145789 Paris AFP in French 1331 GMT 
7 Apr 89 


[Text] Cotonou, 7 Apr (AFP)}—Clashes between high 
school students and security forces occurred yesterday in 
Porto-Novo, resulting in many wounded people. This 
was learned today in Cotonou, where a general appeal 
was launched for a strike on 7 and 8 April. Supported by 
their teachers, who have not been paid for a long time, 
and by their parents, who have been affected by the the 
most serious economic crisis confronting the country, 
the students went on strike and demonstrated outside 
the schools in Porto-Novo. The paratrooper-commandos 
dispatched to the scene were welcomed by missiles of 
stones and chairs. After some brawls, during which 
witnesses said demonstrators were wounded, the security 
forces withdrew. 


In Cotonou, pamphlets distributed yesterday and today 
by an “action committee” hostile to President Mathieu 
Kerekou called for a general strike beginning 10 April. In 
the country’s universities, the situation remains tense, 
and the general strike is about to enter the 12th week. 
Last Monday [3 April], Cotonou University teachers 
asked the minister of higher education to (?cancel) the 
1988-89 university year. The teachers did not go to the 
campus for lectures. The students are demanding the 
payment of their scholarship arrears for 1988. 


Kerekou Reportedly Frees 50 Political Prisoners 
AB0804 135489 Paris AFP in English 1339 GMT 
8 Apr 89 


[Text] Cotonou, April 8 (AFP)}—Benin President 
Mathieu Kerekou freed about 50 political prisoners 
detained since 1985 on Monday, three days before the 
arrival in Benin of an Amnesty International delegation, 
sources in Cotonou said Saturday. 


The 20- to 30-year-old prisoners, who were suspected of 
being members of the underground opposition Commu- 
nist Party of Dahomey (PDC), were arrested after unrest 
in May 1985 that shook the country’s university com- 
munity, leaving one person dead and several injured. 


Two prisoners and former university employees ques- 
tioned on their release from prison said they were not 
mistreated during their detention at the Parakou mili- 
tary camp in the center of the country. 


The release of the prisoners came just before Thursday's 
arrival of a three-member Amnesty International dele- 
gation, led by Bakr Walli N‘Diaye of Senegal and includ- 
ing a Malian and a Briton, to examine allegations of 
violations of human rights. The group met with Presi- 
dent Kerekou on Friday. 
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Observers in Cotonou said the situation remains tense at 
the end of the week in Benin, which during the past 
several months has expericence a serious political and 
economical crisis. 


In addition to the public dissatisfaction caused by the 
present crisis, the university students are in their | 2th 
week of strike, protesting the non-payment of financial 
stipends. On Friday police clashed with students in 
Porto Novo, the nation’s administrative capital. An 
opposition group calling itself the “Committee of 
Action” on Saturday called for a general strike in Benin 
against the government of President Kerekou, who has 
been in power since 1972. 


Nigeria 


Rules Out Political Diarchy Plan 
AB0604 133589 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 6 Apr 89 


[Text] The Federal Military Government has said that 
the idea of diarchy never featured in its political pro- 
gram. Receiving the report of the Constituent Assembly 
in Abuja, President Babangida noted that the reluctance 
by the assembly to incorporate the transition provisions 
in the constitution derived essentially from notions that 
these would imply diarchy. He said the government was 
aware that diarchy was either a permanent state of affairs 
involving power-sharing between the civilian and mili- 
tary personnel in government, or a permanent veto 
power for the military personnel in government. He 
declared: This is far from the intent of the political 
program of this administration. The president explained 
that justification for including the transition provisions 
was a plea for a realistic appreciation of the uniqueness 
of the transition program. 


* Ajaokuta Project Costs Escalate, Firms Leave 
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[Text] The Ajaokuta Steel Project, will cost the Federal 
Government five times the total cost of the project, a 
BUSINESS TIMES investigation has revealed. 


Total estimation for the huge steel plant located in 
Kwara State was put at three-billion dollars pre-SFEM 
[Second-Tier Foreign Exchange Market] when contract 
for the construction and erection of the steel complex 
was awarded to a Russian firm Messres V/O Tiajproex- 
port, in 1979. 


However, due to the delay, in the completion of the civil 
engineering works on the complex, the first phase of the 
project designed to produce 1.3 million tonnes of long 
steel products yearly could not materialise in 1983 as 


programmed. 


The cash crunch problem also aborted the rescheduled 
commissioning slated for 1986. 
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Officials at the Ministry of Mines Power and Steel 
believed that the postponement of the completion date 
could push the final cost of the plant five times its 
original cost due to the declining value of the naira. 


Hopes of finishing the first phase this year were nipped 
in the bud, as there was no considerable improvement in 
funding the project which had resulted in the two French 
companies Fougerolle and Dumez (both handling the 
civil engineering works), abandoning their jobs first in 
1987 and finally in August last year. 


A top official at the steel department of the ministry said 
that, as things were now, no tentative date could be fixed 
for the completion of the project. 


BUSINESS TIMES also gathered that the situation that 
persisted six months ago at the complex still continues as 
there has been no development at the site. The two 
French firms, the official added, have not resumed work. 


The unpreparedness of the firms to resume construction 
work was evident as top officials of Fougerolle and 
Dumez were said to be out of the country when BUSI- 
NESS TIMES called. 


As at now, sources of funding the steel plant are yet to be 
found. Also contrary to the belief that a way out of the 
debt problem had been found, through exchange of 
barrels of oil, the Mines, Power and Steel Ministry was 
yet to arrive at any headway in off-setting the debts owed 
its contractors. 


According to the Press Secretary to the minister, Ms. M. 
1. Dappa, the ministry acknowledged the fact that the 
two French companies are being owed. 


She however, said that the modality for payment is still 
being worked out, adding that a statement from the 
office of the minister would be issued in due course. 


* Guidelines on Loans to Small Firms Issued 
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[Article by Emeka Odo] 


[Text] The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) has released 
guidelines on the implementation of the $415.8 million 
(about 3.15 billion naira) Small and Medium-scale 
Enterprises (SME) project. 


The SME project is designed by the Federal Government 
to boost the performance of small and medium-scale 
enterprises. 


It is different from the National Economic Re-construction 
Fund (NERF) which was also set up to mobilise financial 
resources for small and medium-scale enterprises. 


WEST AFRICA 


In a circular to all the banks in the country, the CBN 
stated that out of the $270 million which the World Bank 
was expected to contribute to the project, $265 million 
has been set aside for on-lending to small and medium 
scale enterprises. 


The CBN, the circular stated, would on-lend the equiv- 
alent in naira of the above sum to “eligible participating 
banks at a variable rate equal to the prevailing CBN 
rediscount rate.” 


The final on-lending rates to the benefitting enterprises 
would, the CBN said, also be variable and would be 
determined by the participating banks. 


It was understood that the project, which is being admin- 
istered by a SME apex unit in the CBN, would have four 
credit components and a pilot studies facility. 


The credit components are: 


¢ a $200 million line of credit which will finance fixed 
investments, including consultancy services/training 
and working capital needs of existing and new SMEs: 

¢ pilot financial restructuring which would help initiate 
a restructuring programme for viable enterprises 
which are currently facing financial ditiiculties; 

¢ a$5 million pilot mutualist credit guarantee scheme to 
provide micro-enterprises in collaboration with 
selected non-governmental organisations such as MAN 
and NASSI access to institutional credits for fixed 
assets and working capital; 

* $30 million equipment leasing fund to provide an 
alternative source of long-term financing to SMEs 
that are under-capitalised and generally have less 
collaterals aid; 

¢ a$5 million pilot studies facility. 


According to the CBN, all commercial and merchant 
banks are eligible to participate in the project as retailers, 
provided they comply with CBN credit worthiness crite- 
ria, are interested in term-lending and project financing 
as well as have the ability to adhere to the specific 
guidelines under the project. 


The circular also spelt out the following procedures 
which participating banks must adhere to: 


¢ Beneficiaries would contribute at least 25 per cent of 
the investment project cost in equity or from inter- 
nally generated resources; 

¢ the equity participation of a bank will be such as to 
maintain at all times a minority holding in a benefi- 
ciary. 

¢ during implementation and for five years, after take- 
off of operations, beneficiaries will be required to 
maintian a long-term debt-to-equity rates of at least 
1-2 and a debt service of at least 1.4. 


The remaining $145.8 million of the $415.8 million 
would be sourced as follows: CBN $79.7 million or 19.2 
per cent and the participating banks $66.1 million or 
15.9 per cent. 
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